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decide upon the principle of this petition, why may 
we not reject it at once? Surely there is not one 
disposed to exercise the high and dangerous | 

ower which the petitioners invoke at our hands; | 
why, then, shall we entertain the subject?, why / 
keep alive those feelings of apprehension and | 
excitement which it is our sacred duty to allay? 
To refer the petition is an act of supererogation, | 
which can do no good, and will do much mischief. 
The most unexceptionable mode in which we can 
accomplish this object is to reconsider the vote; | 
and then it will be competent for the House at 
once to refuse to consider the petition, or to reject 
it; and if a majority of the oe and I doubt 
not there is an overwhelming majority, are op- 
posed to the petition, let them meet the question | 
at once, and terminate those angry discussions, | 
and allay those bitter, bitter feelings which scar, 
if they do not break, the pillars of the noble edi- | 
fice of our Constitution and liberty. 

Mr. PIERCE, of New Hampshire, said he had 
no disposition to discuss the merits of this deeply 
exciting question at any time, and his respect 
for the rules of the House would prevent his 
attempting to do so under the motion of the 
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Tuomas] to | 
reconsider, which motion he hoped would be | 
withdrawn and then the motiomof the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Bearps.ey] so far mod- 
ified as to meet the approbation of all who are 
most sensitive upon this agitating question, and 
he rose to add his request to the suggestion made 
by his friend (he hoped he might so call him) 
from Virginia. This was.not the last memorial 
of the same character which would be sent here. 
It was perfectly apparent that the question must 
be met now, or at some future time, fully and ex- 
plicitly, and such an expression of this House 
given as could leave no possible room to doubt | 
as to the opinions and sentiments entertained by 
its members. 

He (Mr. P.) indeed considered the overwhelm- 
ing vote of the House the other day, laying a 
memorial of a similar tenor, and he believed the 
same in terms, upon thé table, as fixing upon it 
the stamp of reprobation. He supposed that all 
sections of the country would be satisfied with 
that expression—but gentlemen seem now to con- 
sider the vote as equivocal and evasive. He was 
unwilling that any imputation should rest upon 
the North, in consequence of the misguided 
and fanatical zeal of a few—comparatively ver 
few—who, however honest might have been their 
purposes, he believed had done incalculable mis- 
chief, and whose movements he knew received 
no more sanction among the great mass of the 

ople of the North than they did at the South. 

‘or one, he, (Mr. P.,) while he would be the 
last to infringe upon any of the sacred reserved 
rights of the people, was prepared to stamp with 
disapprobation, in the most express and unequi- | 
vocal terms, the whole movement upon this sub- | 
ject. 

Mr. P. said he would not resume his seat with- 

_Out tendering to the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Mason,] just and generous as he always | 
was, his acknowledgments for the admission 
frankly made in the opening of his remarks. He 
had said, that during the period that he had occu- 

ied a seat in this House, (as Mr. P. understood 

im,) he had never known six men seriously dis- 

sed to interfere with the rights of the slave- 

olders at the South. Sir, (said Mr. P.,) gentle- 
men may be assured there was no such disposition 
as a general sentiment prevailing among the peo- 
ple—at least, he felt confidence in asserting, that 
among the people of the State which he had the 
onor, in part, to represent, there was not one in 
a hundred who did not entertain the most sacred 
regard for the rights of their southern brethren— 
nay, not one in five hundred who would not have 
those rights protected at any and every hazard. | 
There was not the slightest disposition to inter- | 
fere with any rights secured by the Constitution, 
which binds together, and which he humbly | 
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hoped ever would bind together, this great and 
glorious Confederacy as one family. 

Mr. P. had only to say, that to some sweeping 
charges of improper interference, the action of | 
the people of the North at home, during the last | 
year, and the vote of their Representatives here | 
the other day, were a sufficient and conclusive | 
answer. 

Thus much he (Mr. P.) had thought due to | 
himself and to those whom he had the honor to 
represent. If the motion to lie upon the table 
should be persisted in, he should vote for it, 
though he would prefer to meet the question in | 
some form which could by no possibility be con- 
sidered either equivocal or evasive. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, suggested that the 
object might be accomplished by a resolution to || 
this effect; that the House, having the petition 
under consideration, resolved that it be rejected. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG thought his honorable 
colleague misapprehended the object of the motion 
to reconsider, which was to reconsider the vote | 
to consider the petition this day. Mr. C. should | 
vote to cedars in order to move to suspend | 
the 45th rule, and consider the petition. 

Mr. PICKENS said, as the question had taken 
a much wider range than had at first been antici- 
pated, he hoped he should be allowed to trespass 
witha few observations. He understood the gen- 
tleman who moved the consideration of the me- | 


| going into the merits of the question, and was 
| sustained by the Chair. 

Mr. PICKENS explained, that as the discus- 
sion had already taken a wide range, it was diffi- 
cult to keep within the strict rule. He had risen 
to express a hope that the House would suffer a 
direct vote to be taken on this question; and he 
only intended to urge another reason in favor of 
sustaining the motion of the gentleman from 
Maryland. If that motion prevailed, then, as had 

| been suggested by the gentleman from Virginia, 
the question itself sKould be brought directly be- 
fore the House for its immediate decision. These 
were questions in which the most momentous 
concerns of this Confederacy were involved; and 
it was extremely to be desired that there should 
be an immediate decision on them in that 
House. 

Mr. HAMER said, if ever there had arisen an 
occasion in which it was necessary to call the 
| attention of the Hlouse to the wisdom of the 45th 
| rule, it would be found in the discussion of this 

day. While this discussion continued as it was 
then progressing, it was very doubtful, when 
| they came to vote upen the final disposition of 
this petition, whether all the members of the 
House would be prepared to give that vote to- 
day which they might give to-morrow; and he 
did not believe that such a. debate was exceed- 
ingly well calculated to a calm, dispassionate, and 
deliberate consideration of the question, He was 
| of opinion, therefore, that, in order to disentangle 
(to use the word of a gentleman who had spoken 
to-day) ourselves from embarrassment, it would 
be better to adjourn, and he therefore made that 
motion. 

Tellers were appointed, and the House refused 
—ayes 98, noes 108. 

Mr. HOWARD said, in order to check even ~ 
himself in debate, and with a view, if he could, 
to obtain the opinion of the House, whether in 
, the outset he was right or not, he would move to 

lay the motion of his honorable colleague, [Mr. 
| Tuomas,] from whom it gave him great pain to 
differ, on the table. 

* Mr. JUDSON asked both the gentlemen from 

Maryland to accept a proposition he intended to 
offer, in the shape of two resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That the vote of the House just taken on 
| the petition be, and the same is hereby, reconsidered. 

2. Resolved, Tiat the 45th rule of the House be sus- 
pended ; and said petition being under consideration, 

Resolved, Tivat it be, and the same is hereby, rejected. 

If the House would give its consent he would 
move these two resolutions. 


tion, whether it should be considered to-day or 
not; and in ordér to get rid of the 45th rule, as 
suggested by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Mason.) a motion would be made to suspend it, 
to enable the House to take up a_resolution that | 
the petition be rejected. That seemed to be the | 
present position of the question. 

In connection with this subject (said Mr. P.) | 
there were many interests involved. The gen- | 
tleman from New York (Mr. Bearpstey] had 
alluded to the sacred right of the ejtizens to peti- 
tion. That was unquestionable. But, as the 

entleman from Virginia had well remarked, that 
aon had also the right to reject; and Mr. P. 
put it to the House whether they could not do 
so, even if the petition were couched in respect- 
ful terms. There were, howéver, other interests | 
concerned inthis matter. They had even higher 
duties to perform than their mere duty as Repre- 
sentatives; they had their own individual con- 
stituents in the District of Columbia; and if their 
rights were not to be maintained in that House, 
where, let him ask, would their protection be? 
{Mr. P. then referred to the act of cession from The motion being objected to, the question 
Virginia, which he was about to read, when the | then recurred to lay the motion to reconsider on 
Chair interposed, and said the sense of the House || 


© ; : | the table; whereupon 
must first be taken before the discussion could Mr. WISE asked for the yeas and nays, but 
be extended to the merits of the question. ] | they were nut ordered. 

Mr. P. said, then, he would confine himself to || “Pye question was then taken by tellers, and 
what had been thrown out by the gentleman from decided in the affirmative—ayes 119, noes 72. 
New York. That gentleman had asked, why |! So the motion to lay the motion to reconsider 
was it that discussion was desired upon that floor? : 


en : , c on the table was carried. 
and intimated that certain fanatics, as well in the | Mr. HAMMOND then modified his motion in 
South as in the North, desired to agitate this || 


: py ae senihh ‘ew || substance as follows: 2 
pgp essa ne at opportunity || Resolved, That the 43:h rule of this House be suspended ; 
’ e insinué F 1} 


J ‘ 1 || and resolved that the petition, &c., be, and the same are 
contempt. Sir, (said Mr. P.,) we do desire to || 


hereby, rejected. 

agitate this question. We desire it, because we || Mr. BRIGGS inquired what was the question 
believe we have been foully slandered before the |; before the House? 
world; and I stand here prepared, at any time || The CHAIR informed the House that the mo- 
when the question shall come up, to vindicate the || tion of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
institutions of the people I have the honor in part || Hammonp] being secondary to the motion of the 
to represent from the foul aspersion and erent || gentleman from New York, [Mr. Bearpszey,] 
thrown upon them. These are the motives whic | the quéstion before the House was the motion to 
prompt us to desire discussion. He had heard || lay the petition on the table. 
some insinuations thrown out from higher quar- ] Mr. GLASCOCK suggested the propriety of 
ters than the gentleman from New York, that || withdrawing that motion, and taking the question 
certain gentlemen of the South, belgnging to a || on the motion to reject. 
certain party, desired the discussion of this ques- || Mr. H. EVERE asked if the effect of the 
tion to advance the interests of a particular indi- || motion just carried was not to lay the whole 
vidual; and he would again repeat that it was a |! ect on the table ? 
foul and infamous calumny, and those who uttered | 
it knew it to be such when they uttered it. 

Mr, MAY called the gentleman to order for 








subj 
The CHAIR replied that was not the effect. 
Mr. MASON, of Virginia, expressed a hope 
that the motion to lay the petition on the table 
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would be withdrawn, and let the question be 
taken on the second part of the resolution of the 
honorable member from South Carolina [Mr. | 
Hammonp] without debate. 
Mr. BEARDSLEY said he would not yield his 
motion, for the practice of the House for years | quiet and repose to this agitating 
post had been to lay all such papers on the table, || to this excited community, Mr. H. held ideas 
and such a disposition of them he believed to have || with regard to it, which he submitted with all 
been satisfactory to the country at large. || due deference. He held that the quiet of the 
The yeas and nays having been ordered on the || community could not be insured by suppressing 
motion to lay the petition on the table, the ques- | 
tion was so taken; and decided in the negative— | 
yeas 95, nays 121; as foliows: || they owed their constituents, dictated that the 
YEAS —Mesers. Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ash, Bailey,|| Should give to these memorials and these peti- 
Barton, Beale, Bean, monrenen, deg peg weenee, Bo- |! tions the usual course. 
vee, Bovd, Brown, Buchanan, Barns, Carr, Casey, George || .,,; e : etach cecal 
Chambers, Chancy, Chapman, Chapin, Cleveland, Crane, || eminent instance, within the knowledge of every 
Cushing, Cusiman, Davis, Deberry, Dickerson, Evans, 
Fairfield, French, Fry, William K. Faller, Haley, Hamer, 
Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, Sanmel S. Harrison, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Howard, Howell, Nuatingion, Hantsman, Inger- | 
soll, ingbam, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. John- 
son, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingen- 
smiuh, Lane, Lansing, ®aporte, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, 
Loonard, Logan, Lucas, Job Mann, William Mason, Moses 
Maton, Sampson Mason, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parke, Patterson, Pierce, Piclps, Ren- 
ctier, Joseph Reynolds, Schenck, Seymour, Augustine H. 
Siepperd, Shinn, Sickles, Spangler, Sutherland, Taylor, 
John Thom on, Turrill, Underwood, Vinton, Wagener, 
Webster, Weeks, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Wil- 
liain +-—93. 
NAYS—Messre. Adams, Heman Allen, Ashley, Bell, 
Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Brigas, Buach, Jolin Calhoon, 
William B. Calhoun, Cambreleag, Campbell, Carter, John 
Chamber’, Childs, Claiborne, Clark, Coffee, Coles, Con- 
nor, Corwin, Craig, Cramer, Darlington, Doubleday, Drom- 
er », Dunlap, Effner, Everett, Fariin, Forester, Philo C. 
‘aller, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gillet, Glascock, 
Graham, Granger, Grantland, Graves, Grayson, Grennell, 
Griffin, Joseph Hall, Hiland Hall, Hammond, Hard, Har- 
per, Albort G. Harrison, Haynes, Hazeltine, Henderson, 
Hiester, Hoar, Holsey, Hopkins, Hubley, William Jack- 
son, Joseph Jackson, Janes, Cave Johnson, Henry John- 
ron, Joseph W. Jones, Judson, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, 
Luke Lea, Lincoln, Love, Loyall, Lyon, Martin, John Y. 
Mason, Maury, May, McCarty, MceCom1s, McKay, Mc- 
Kennon, McKeon, McKim, MeLene, Mercer, Milligan, 
Morris, Owens, Parker, Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, James 
A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phillips, Pickens, Pinckney, | 
Potts, Reed, John Reynolds, Roane, Robertson, Rogers, 
Russell, Shields, Slade, Sprague, Standeter, Steele, Storer, 
Taliaferro, Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Toucey, Towns, | 
vend poel, Ward, Washington, White, Whittlesey, and 
Vise—121. 


So the House refused to lay the petition on the 
table. 

Mr. HAMMOND then modified his resolution 
as follows: 


Resolved, That said petition be, and the same is hereby, 
rejected. | 













upon the subject. 


/on the subject, by way of putting down the 
fanatical zeal in regard to the Sunday mail. As 
long as the House laid those memorials on the 
tables, so long were they loaded with them, ses- 
sion after session; but the very moment he gave 

| them what he conceived to be their proper direc- 
tion, by appropriating them to a committee, 
which made a report thereon, that very moment 
the excitement was allayed, and nothing more 

| was heard on the subject. 
to carry back their recollections to what the effect 
was upon the Republic. } 
forever at rest; and so, he apprehended, it would 
be with the present, for he considered the cases 
analogous. 
It was true, (said Mr. H.,) the subject was an 
| irritating one, but they, as Representatives of the 
people, were bound to meet it. 
shut their eyes to what was going on around 
them. They could not slight or evade it ; nor 
did he believe it was the disposition of any hon- 
orable member there to do so. The only differ- 
ence in judgment appeared to him to be as to the 
means to effect the end. To refer, then, to the 
| analogous case, Mr. H.’s own deliberate judg- 
|| Ment was, that they should give to all these peti- 
1] tions the usual parliamentary course, for this was 
not the last, in all human probability, that would 
| be sentthere. They could not conceal from them- 
selves the fact, that the public were advised of 


| the existence of these memorials. They would 
| be sent to members there, and, judging from what 
; on™ 
| he feltto be his own duty, he apprehended that 
| other gentlemen would also feel it to be their duty 
| to presentthem. He asked, then, thatthey would 
show the South fairly the principles they main- 
Mr. HAWKINS, of North Carolina, asked | tained, by referring this, and all similar petitions 
for oe eran nays; ore were ordered. — memorials, either to the Committee for the 
Mr. NT apprehended (he said) that there |) District of Columbia, or to some special commit- 
was but one sentiment on this subject in that || tee, with instructions to report. They did not 
House, and let gentlemen extend their observa- | doubt what would be the nature of the report, 
tions over this wide and extended country, and || and he apprehended he ran no risk in pledging 
perceive what had been passing since this aboli- || himself that there was not a man in that House 
tion question was first agitated, and they would || but would give his sanction toa repoxt that should 
see he was correct; that there was but one senti- || put this question forever at rest; silence the fan- 
ment iets He pene ae that gentle- || atics on the one hand, and satisfy our brethren 
men on all sides merely diifered as to the means || of the South on the other. He would again as- 
of effecting a general and desired end—an end! sure gentlemen that the feeling of the North was 
they were all seeking, and which was to give || entirely sound and healthy on this subject. This 
quiet and composure to this Republic.upon this |; was not the first public occasion Mr. H. had 
exciting question. He would repeat, he was || avowed the feelings he entertained on this ques- 
thoroughly convinced that the only difference of || tion. He had avowed them on other occasions; 
opinion that existed was with regard to the || and in the great meeting at Utica, to which allu- 
means to effect a desirable end. It had been || sion had been made, he had done all he could, 
said, that if they rejected ois prea they should || although he took not such a prominent part 
give quict to the country, and no other petitions || as his honorable colleague over the way, [Mr. 
or memorials of a like tendency would be sent | Bearpstey.] But to ask him to vote for the re- 
there. Would this be so? If constituents chose || jection of this petition was toask him todo what 
to send their petitions to that House, would not |; seemed to him nota proper and respectful course, 
oe feel it their duty to present them? || if he might be permitted to use that term. Witha 
ermit him to say, that if there be anything in- || view of enabling other gentlemen who might have 
decorous or disrespectful in a memorial presented || similar memorials to present, to pursue the course 
there to any member of the House, or to any | their own sense of duty directed, and witha view 
member of the Government, then he understood || of carrying out the action of the House in a way 
it to be parliamentary to reject it; but if, on the || which might speak to the nation unanimously 
other hand, the memorial be couched in respectful || on this question, through the report of some 
language, it was a right guarantied to the citizens | proper committee. Mr. H. said he should be 
of th ¥ ooenrny the Constitution to memorialize || constrained to vote against the motion then under 
that House. 1e right he held to be a sacred || consideration. Late as it was, and enfeebled as 
one, and could never consent to infringe upon it, | he was, yet he would not permit his vote to be 
ores mile aa he at _ recorded on the question without briefly explain- 
umble as.he was, (said Mr. H.,) it might || ing his views. 
not, perhaps, be unknown to some there, that | Mr. GLASCOCK said it must be gratifying to 


upon this abolition question he had extended the || every individual to have listened to the remarks 
principle so far as to go for all the gentlemen of '' made by the honorable gentleman from New 


He asked gentlemen | 


The subject was put | 


They could not | 


information and inquiry; but, on the contrary, | 
| both policy and expediency, and the true course || 


He would appeal to an | 


one present, which did more than all the meetings | 





the South contended for. He could also assure | York, [Mr. Huwr,] who had just taken his 
them, that among the New England men there || and he believed it must be equally gratify), 


| ought to be adopted in relation to it. 
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was but one universal and unanimous sentiment |, every portion of the House to have been placed 
But, to go back again to the | 


| mode of effecting the desired end, that of giving | 
uestion, and | 


in possession of his views upon this questioy 

though a large portion of them must differ wir) 
the gentleman in regard to the policy he thinks 
The dis. 
cussion that had taken’place- to-day, Mr. G. had 
no hesitation in saying, would be hailed in the 
South as the greatest omen that the permanence 

of this great and glorious Union was about to be 
secured; and for one, coming from that sectiog 
of the country, he hesitated not to believe that 
the honest difference of opinion that did exist 
was an honest difference of opinion only as to 


the manner and mode in which this question 


should be ‘settled. For one, he believed the 
motion of the gentleman from South Carolina to 
be one that would be approved, at least the best 
approved, by that portion of the people from 
whom he came. He admitted it was the consti- 
tutional right of every citizen of the country to 
petition this and the other branch of the Lezgisla- 
ture. It was a feature in the Constitution itself, 
and it was an inseparable neem. t which he 
believed no individual who advocated this motion 
had pretended to deny. But he contended that, 
whenever the petition was brought forward, that 
very moment the constitutional requisite had been 
complied with; and it then became the duty of 
the House to treat it as its merits deserved. Now, 
he would appeal to the gentleman himself, and 
ask him whether there be not, in that petition, 
language which calls upon the House to frown 
upon it with indignation? He would ask if there 
be notécharges in it that called for the unanimous 
voice of reprobation of those opposed to it? He 


would to God that he could act on this occasion 


with the gentleman; but the proper course to be 

ursued in relation to the petition was to reject 
it; and, in rejecting it, he could not, for himself, 
believe that a similar petition would be again pre- 
sented for the consideration of that body. With 
due deference to the opinions of those who rep- 
resent States, some few of whom might be favor- 
able to the principles contained in the petition, it 
would, in his humble conception, be virtually a 
disrespect to the majority either way, who might 
vote to reject or receive, afterwards to vote to lay 
it on the table; and he wished, therefore, to avoid 
this by bringing the question at once and directly 
to bear upon the motion to reject it. 

But there was another reason, which he would 
suggest to the consideration of the House. They 
would not be deprived of meeting the question 
fully, freely, and deliberately hereafter. What - 
did the President recommend in his annual mes- 
sage? He recommended to the consideration of 
that House the enactment of some law to pre- 
vent the circulation of these incendiary publica- 
tions through the Post Office Department. Then 
they would have an opportunity of expressing 
fully their views in relation to this matter. It 
was then he expected again to hear the voice of 
that gentleman in vindication of the views he had 
now taken. Then he trusted they would have 
but one voice throughout that House; and when 
that vote should be received, the South would be 
secure in their lives, their property, and their 
rights. It would be then t ney might say this 
Republic is safe. Then everything like disunion 
would be quieted; and, he trusted forever. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND believed (he said) that 
no man in that House who had known him for 
any length of time could doubt his feelings upon 
this question. He came froma section of country 
that was exceedingly anxious to allay, as far as 
possible, all kind of excitement upon a question 
so agitating to the South. He came there pre- 
pared, as far as he could, to vote upon that ques- 
tion, and he trusted that, when the time came to 
meet it, it would be met in a manner the great in- 
terests connected with itdemanded. But he would 
say, in advance, that he was not quite satisfied 
with some of the feelings expressed from certain * 
quarters of this country to-day in that House. 
They were bound by all the ties that kept the 
Union together to meet this question freely and 
boldly, to throw aside every prejudice, and sac- 


rifice it upon the altar for their country’s good; 


and it did not become them to excite each other 
by any kind of language. 
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Mr. S. lived in a State (he said) once a slave- | SMITHSON’S BEQUEST. 


to abolish slavery, having found it expedient to 
start early in this question. He lived in a State, | 
too, where they as sincerely and honestly re- || 

arded the rights of the South as any other State |! 
in the Union; and he came especially from a dis- | 
trict that he knew—and if he could use stronger || 
language he would—utterly despised and detest- || 
ed the whole question of a prompt and speedy | 
abolition of slavery in the South. He knew || 
that he spoke their voice when he said he was | 
prepared to go all the lengths that honor and 
justice should require at his hands. While he 
admitted so much, he also looked at this: that || 
the Constitution guarantied to us all the right to i 
send our petitions to that House. But he went || 
further, and took the other side of the question; |! 
that if that petition be not drafted in the style in |, 
which it ought to be, or if it be even inflammatory || 
in its nature, and calculated to excite the feelings, |! 
why, then, he would throw it out, because they 
were assembled there fairly and dispassionately || 
to meet this question. He would neither allow 
the high feelings of the South to disturb him in his 
judgment, nor the high feelings of the North, 
who were, some of them, anxious to run all |! 
lengths, and some of them to cast the firebrand || 
of slavery and abolition into that House. Now, || 
on the question under consideration, he went with 
the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Serene) 
that if there was anything in that paper that di 
not comport with the dignity and respect of the || 
House, vote for its rejection, come from where it || 
might. But, at the same time, Mr. S. held him- | 
self always bound to vote for every petition sent || 
there in a proper style and language, on any and 
every question, be it what it might, from any 
quarter of the nation. 

Mr. 8S. did not rise (he said) so much with a 
view of making these remarks, but to state a fact || 
of which the House was probably not aware | 
before the last vote was taken on this question. | 
He would state to the House that it had already, | 
that day, that very morning, referred a memorial || 
upon this very question to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, and the Chair would state 
whether he was correct or not. 

The SPEAKER stated -the fact to be so, and 
that he had conferred with the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Brices,] who presented the 
petition, informing lim that it was the intention 
of the Chair to call the attention of the House 
toit. L¢was doubtless through inadvertence that 
the members of the House did not generally hear 
it, but the Chair intended to haye made a state- 
ment of the fact to the House, and 8o he informed | 
the mover. 

Mr. HAMMOND said the presentation of the 
petition had escaped him, or he should have 
made the same motion with regard to that as he 
did with reference to the other. 

Mr. PATTON then moved to reconsider the | 
vote by which the memorial presented by Mr. | 
Brices was referred. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested it would be better to 
postpone the consideration of it till the one before 
the House to-day was disposed of; which was 
agreed to. 

A motion was here made by Mr. VINTON, 
that when the House adjourns it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next; which was agreed to. 

_ Mr. EVER moved that the House ad- 
journ, 

Mr. HAWKINS called for the yeas and nays; 
but the House refused to order them, and tellers 
being appointed, the ayes were—120, noes not 
counted, ee 

So the House adjourned till Monday. 








IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 21, 1835. 


Mr. TOMLINSON presented the credentials of || 


the Hon. Jouwx M. Nizes, appointed by the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Connecticut (in the recess 
of the Legislature) a Senator from that State, to 
heRly the rene? oceasioned by the death of 
the Hon, Natuan Suiru, which having been read, 
the oath to sup; 


States was administered to Mr. Nixes by the Vice 


President, 


holding State, and which had been one of the first || 


|| Secretary, as follows, to wit: 


| in such a 
| fire raged for many hours, and it had been very 
| difficult to overcome. 


| the sufferers. 


| of her 
'through their correspondence the particulars || 


| mittees. 


port the Constitution of the United || 








A message was received from the President of | 

| the United States, by Mr. Donzxson, his Private || 

i] 

To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States: 


' 
| [| transmit to Congress a report from the Secretary of | 


State, accompanving copies of certain papers, relating to a 
bequest to the United States, by Mr. James Smithson, of 
London, for the purpose of founding, at Washington, an | 
establishment under the name of the ** Smithsonian Insti- 

tution,’’ for the diffusion of knowledge among men. The 
Executive having no authority to take any steps for accept- 


|| ing the trust and obtaining the funds, the papers are com- | 


municated with a view to such measures as Congress may 


|}; deem necessary. 


ANDREW JACKSON. | 

Wasnineton, December 17, 1835. 

NEW YORK FIRE. | 

Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following reso- | 

lution, and asked for its consideration at that 
time: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 


| to consider what measures it may be proper for Congress to | 


adopt, in consequence of the destruction of merchandise | 
and other property by the late fire in the city of New York. | 


Mr. WEBSTER said that, since the last ad- || 


| journment of the Senate, we had heard of a con- | 


flagration attended with more injury to property | 
than had ever occurred before in this country. | 
There was no place in this continent in which the | 
ravages of fire could have created so much injury | 
eriod of time. It appeared that the 


From the aspect of many 
of the public papers it seemed that a strong | 
excitement existed, and that it was expected that || 


| Congress would do something for the relief of ||“. ; - : : 
- ‘| of David Bronson, of the last session, were again 


Congress, he said, had heretofore | 
acted on oceasions of this nature of far less mag- 
nitude; and he thought that such undoubted scenes 


| of suffering as were witnessed at New York re- || 


uired that relief in some mode should be extended. 

n cases of this kind a prolonged eredif in the 
payment of custom-house bonds had been given; 
other measures of relief might be recommended. | 
He was not himself prepared to say what should 
be done. The State of New York was numer- 
ously represented in the other House, and many 


epresentatives had doubtless learned | 


respecting the extent and nature of the injury || 


| received, and would therefore be able to suggest || 
| measures proper for the action of Congress. 
| thought, under all the circumstances, it would be | 
|| better to appoint the committee and wait then | 

' 


He |} 


» 
for the.action of the other House. The resolu- || 


tion was then adopted. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 
Mr. PORTER presented a communication from || 
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| a reduction of the duties on railroad iron; both of 


which were appropriately referred. « 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
Ostrander; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. | 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of the 
heirs of the late General William Eaton; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. BLACK presented the tition of the Trus- 
tees of the public school of Vicksburg, Missis- 
sippi, and the petition of Elizabeth Magruder; 
which were referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the memorial of the 
General Assembly of the Territory of Arkansas, 
on the subject of the construction of a road from 
Columbiato Washington; and which was referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

He also presented the petition of James Lean- 
der Cathcart; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims: also, the memorial of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Indiana; which was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

On motion by Mr. NAUDAIN, the petition of 
Elizabeth Robinson, of the last session, was 
again referred to the Committee on Revolutionar 
Claims; and the petition of Lieutenant Shubrick 
was again referred to the Committee on Nayal 
Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. HENDRICKS, several pe- 





|| titions, presented by him at the last session, were 


again referred. 
On motion by Mr. TALLMADGE, the petition 
of the heirs of Michael Hogan, and the petition 


referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 


| Claims. 


On motion by Mr. LINN, the report of the 
board of commissioners for adjusting land titles 
in Missouri, together with the report of the Com= 
missioner of the General Land Office on that sub- 
ject, were referred to the Committee on Private 


\| Land Claims. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. HENDRICKS gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill making 
an appropriation for the improvement of the navi- 
gation of the Wabash river. 

Mr. TIPTON gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief 
of Hiram A. Hunter. 

Mr. MOORE gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief 


| of Elijah Simmons; also,a bill for the relief of 
| Samuel Smith and Linn Magee, Creek Indians. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


. ~ Pa ee ° | ° 3 rot . * > 
‘the Executive of the State of Louisiana, inclos- || - Mr. EWING, in pursuance of notice given, 


ing sundry resolutions of the Legislature of that || asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill 


State, on the subject of certain internal improve- 
ments within the State, and instructing their | 
Representatives to use their exertions to obtain | 
from Congress donations ef land for such objects; || 


| to settle and define the northern boundary line 
|| of the State of Ohio; which was read and ordered 


to a second reading. 
Mr. MORRIS said that, as there was some 


all of which were referred to appropriate com- |, difference between his colleague and himself in 


PETITIONS, ETC. | 

Mr. LEIGH presented the petition of General | 
Robert Porterfield, representative of Colonel 
| Charles Porterfield, late an officer of the Virginia 
line of the revolutionary army, deceased, pray- 
| ing that a certain quantity of land may be granted 
| him in lieu of that located under his land war- 
; rant, but covered by a prior location; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
| Claims. 


Mr. HENDRICKS presented petitions from 
| the citizens of Michigan city, and from ‘the in- 
| habitants of the northern per of Indiana, praying 
| for an appropriation for the improvement of the 
harbor of Michigan city, and forthe establishing 
| a port of entry at that place; which were appro- 
| priately referred. 
| Mr. SWIFT presented the petition of John 
| Taylor; which was referred to the Committee oa 
| Revolutionary Claims. 
| Mr. SHEPLEY presented the petitions of 
| Green & Emerson, of E. Baldwin, and of Thomas 
| Cutts; all of which were appropriately referred, 
Mr, McKEAN presented the petition of the 
| executors of David Caldwell. Also, the petition 
‘of sundry citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for 


|| relation to. some of the principles involved in the 
| bill just read, of an important character, he would 


submit a resolution as presenting his views on 


| the subject. 


\| The CHAIR stated that, as the resolution was 
|| in the form of a joint one, it must be introduced 
|| after giving one day’s previous notice. 

| Mr. MORRIS gave notice accordingly that he 
would introduce the resolution to-morrow. 

Mr. MOORE, in pursuance of notice given 
| asked arid obtained leave, and introduced a bi 
|| for the relief of John MeCarty; which was read, 
|| and ordered to a second reading. 

RESOLUTIONS. ‘ 

Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies over one day for consideration: 

Reanints, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


| to inquire into the expediency of making appropriations to 
| eonstruct harbors at the mouths of the St. Jose 








,Kalama- . 





zoo, and Gallier rivers of Lake Michigan, and for removing 
the bar at the mouth of Clinton river of St. Clair. 
Mr. WHITE submitted the following resolu- 


tion; which lies over one day for consideration: 


cted em ee ee behen 
stru to inquire into the 

that John H. Cook, of the State of Indiana, may enter and 
obtain a for one acres of land in exchange 
for the like quantity claimed by him ia the State of Ala- 
bama. 
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Mr. HENDRICKS submitted the following 


resolutions; which lies over one day for consider- | 


ation: . 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Road: be instructed toinquire into the expediency of 
ostablivhiug a poet route trom Indianapolis by way of Dan- 


ville, Rockville, Montezuma, and Newport, to Danville in | 


Iinois. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be | 


instructed to inquire iuto the expediency of making an ap- 


propriation tor the coastruciion of the Cumberland road in 


the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Miinois. . 
On motion by Mr. WEBSTER, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the Pre ident’s message as 
relates to finance, together with the annual report of the 


Secretary of the Treasury, be referred to the Committee | 


on Finance. 
INCENDIARY PUBLICATIONS. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved that so much of the 
message of the President of the United States as 
related to the transmission through the public 
mails of certain publications of a dangerous tend- 
ency, be referred to a select committee. 

Mr. C, said that he deemed the subject to be 
one of the greatest importance, and éne that re- 
quired the earliest attention, with the mostdecisive 
acuuon, ofthe Senate. He had an additional reason 
for submitting this motion for a reference to a 
select committee, rather than to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. On looking 
over the list of names on that committee, he 


fond that it contained but one gentleman coming | 


from that portion of the Union more immediately 
interested in the subject. With this view, and not 


anticipating any opposition, he made the motion | 


for the appointment of a select committee. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, had not anticipated 
any attempt to send the portion of the President’s 
message referred to by the gentleman from South 


Carolina to a select committee, instead of leaving | 


it to the committee to whom it properly belonged. 
He stood as much interested in the subject as any 
geuteman on that floor; but he was not disposed 
to give to it more importance than it deserved. 
lt was not, in his opinion, entirely respectful to 
the Committee on the Post Office, to attempt to 


take the matter out of their hands; and he was | 


not willing to admit that Congress had the subject 


entirely in its power. He admitted that Congress | 


migit, through the regulations of the-Post Office, 
resirain, in some measure, the circulation of in- 
cendiary publications, but further than this it 
could not go; and it was therefore that the Post 


Office Committee was the most proper one to take | 


charge of the subject. He greatly preferred the 


reference to that committee; and he hoped that | 
the gentleman from South Carolina would take a 


different view of the subject, and wait a reason- 
able time for the Post Office Committee to report, 
before he pressed his motion. If (said Mr. K.) 


that committee does not act in a reasonable time— | 


if they do not discharge their duty with regard to 
this important part of the President’s message—it 


will be time enough then to move for the appoint- | 


ment of a select committee. 
Mr. CALHOUN said it was his object to raise 
a special committee that should calmly and de- 


liberately consider the subject. He thought a, 


committee composed of members from a portion 
of the country whose constituents were identified 
with the subject would be a more appropriate 


committee than the Committee on the Post Office | 
He had made this motion with no | 


Department. 
party feelings. He regarded it as a subject in- 
volving very delicate and momentous. principles; 
and believing the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads would be very much occupied, 
he hoped it would go to a special committee. He 
kial 

draw his opposition, and pefmit it to take that 
course. 


* Mr, GRUNDY said, that in regard to the idea | 


that this report should come from a committee 
from a portion of the country differently situated 
from another portion, he thought it should come 
from a disinterested portion. 
quarter not identified particularly with the sub- 
ject, he thought would give it more strength. He 


apprehended the Genera! Government could do | 
very little on the subject, and he would be as | 


unwilling as any one to see the Government 
do any act violating the srentae of any State, 
He did not court the labor, but did not fear the 
responsibility of it. 





the gentleman from Alabama would with- || 


Coming from a. 








1! 


Mr. CALHOUN had to make one remark in || it was? Were there any 





36 THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tee 





' 


reference to any feeling of delicacy towards the | 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
requiring that the subject should be left in their 
charge. He really did think that it could be con- 
sidered only as incidentally belonging to them, | 
and not coming peculiarly within the sphere of 
their duties. He would be the last man to evince 
anything like disrespect to that committee, or 
want of confidence in them; but every gentleman 


must see that this subject was of a peculiar nature, | 
not belonging exelustyely to any committee of the | 
Senate, and ought therefore to be acted on bya) 


He in- | 


committee constituted for the purpose. 











ntlemen there unwij]- 
ing to do everything in the power of Congress 
for the purpose of suppressing the circulation 
through the mails, of improper publications? [¢ 
apprehended not. It was, then,a mere question 
of constitutional law; all were willing to docvery. 
thing that could lawfully be done; and the onj 
thing to be considered was, how far could they 
o? If (said he) we take this subject from tlie 
ommittee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
and send it to a select committee, it will be con. 
sidered abroad as a party movement, and he was 
therefore opposed to giving it such a direction as 


_ might lead to that belief. 


tended to create no excitement by the motion he | 


had made. 
deliberately the powers of this Government in 
relation to the important matters referred to. All 
who were acquainted with the history of new 
States, knew that novel questions of this nature 
were the most dangerous that could arise, and 


that it was of vital importance that they should be | 


epeener and correctly settled. He believed that 


if this question was not settled, it would be the 


He wished to investigate calmly and | 


| excitement. 


establishment of a principle as dangerous as could |, 


be imagined. 


bring into this important question anything like 
party spirit. He looked upon it as of ee? 


the presidential or any party question. 
with every collateral ground connected with it. 


|, He had looked into the question sufficiently to be 
satisfied that itwas one of the greatest magnitude, 


He should look upon himself as a || 
traitor to the State he represented if he could 


more importanée than anything connected with || 
His sole | 
object was to examine the subject fully, together | 


requiring immediate and decisive action; and he , 


had therefore moved for the appointment of a 
he represented was vitally interested, and because 


| eracy were deeply involved. 
Mr. LEIGH said heshould vote for a reference 


select committee. He moved it, because the State || 


Mt. MANGUM desired to see a unanimity in 
the Senate, which would give the fullest and fairest 
apeereenty to discuss the subject. He discarded 
all party considerations. Whatever difference of 
opinion might exist as to the question of slavery, 
he did not apprehend cither here or elsewhere any 
hey had to act on this subject. In 
the message of the President they were invoked 
toit. He had thought very little on the subject, 
but regarded it as momentous. The Committee 
on the Post Office Department would have more 
labor than they could satisfactorily dispose of, 
If the subject was to go to either of the standing 
committees, it would be much more appropriate 
to send it to the Judiciary. He hoped that, with 
common consent, it would be sent to a select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. PORTERsaid it was, perhaps, not of very 


|, serious importance whether the reference was 


made to the Post Office Committee or to a select 
committee. It was possible that the Post Office 
Committee might arrive at the same conclusions, 
and make a report of the same nature asa special 
committee would; but he viewed this question in 


'|a somewhat different light from his southern 
the peace, harmony, and union of this Confed- | 


subject did not belong at all to the Committee on | 


him as a matter of sufficient moment toa class of 
cilizens in a certain portion of the country to 
induce them to bestow upon it the attention and 
labor its importance demanded. He disclaimed 
any jealousy towards them; all he was afraid of 
| was, that the subject might involve party con- 
siderations. 
Mr. PRESTON said this matter was referred to 


establishment. It has been supposed that the 


depositing an incendiary publication in a post | 
_ office for transmission was a violation of law by | 


| citizens of one State against the citizens of another. 


the Post Office and Post Roads. It did notappearto | 


by the President as Operating on the Post Office | 


[Mr. P. here read from the message of the Pres- | 


ident the part relating to the subject.] The ques- | 


tion, upon the face of it, from the very nature of 
it, was purely sectional. There had been a dif- 
\| ference of opinion on this subject. Ifthe Govern- 


Post Office Department, the question then arose— 
How is that power to be exercised ? 

conceded that the Government had not the power, 
as suggested, then there was an end of the matter, 
and they must acquiesce. 


gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Leicu] express 
_the opinions he had with regard to gentlemen 
coming from the northern States. He was con- 
|, fident that the gentleman spoke the language of 
every intelligent man north of the slaveholding 


would do anything in their power to suppress 
_ every publication calculated to endanger the peace, 
or to injure the feelings of the South. He (Mr. 
B.) was yet to meet for the first time the intelli- 


— 


gent man at the North who thinks that this Gov- || 


ernment has any power to interfere in relation to 
|| the delicate question involved. Why, then, was 
_ he opposed to raising a select committee on this 
* subject? It was simply because, by taking the 
| @dinary course, everything like excitement or 
party spirit would he put down. He himself had 
no fear eee any course pursued, party spirit 
, could be raised there; but if the motion prevailed, 
| the public abroad would ask why was this ref- 
I erence made—why not give it the ordinary direc- 
|| tion to the committee whose appropriate charge 


Mr. BUCHANAN was very glad to hear the | 


/ ment had the power to arrest the evil through the |, 


But if it was | 


,| came from the South. 


States, when he says that they deprecated and | 


— 


friends. They seemed to regard it as one of not 


|, much danger, while he viewed it with the most 
| serious apprehensions. 
to a special committee, on the ground that the | 


He had conversed with 
no gentleman on that floor who did not consider 
the subjects treated of in these incendiary publi- 
cations as exclusively reserved to the States most 

interested in them. But while he highly appre- 
ciated the manly and liberal feelings of his north- 

ern brethren, it was not to be concealed that there 
was a band of wild and reckless fanatics in the 
northern States, whose objects tended to spread 
ruin and desolation over the South. It is our 
ee (said Mr. P.) to consider the subject, not 
with regard to the actual situation of things, but 
as to the possible consequences that might ensue. 
| With regard to the referenee, he thought with the 
Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Manevm,] 
that the subject would more properly be sent to 
the Judiciary Committee than to the Commiitee 
onthe Post Office and Post Roads. He admitted 
that the Post Office Committee had more pecu- 
liarly under its charge all questions with regard 
to the establishment and extension of mail routes; 

, but with regard to a great constitutional question 

| presented to the consideration of Congress by 
the President himself, and one on which some 
legislative action was contemplated, it seemed 

_to him that the Judiciary Committee was the 

most appropriate one of the two. In another 

view of the subject, a reference to a select com- 
mittee appeared the more desirable. It was far 
from him to intend anything indelicate or disre- 
spectful to the Post Office Committee; but it was 

_ known that only one gentleman on that committee 

Was it not, therefore, to 

_ be supposed, that the people of the South would 

receive with much more confidence a report from 

a committee composed of gentlemen most likely 

to feel and sympathize with them, than from @ 

committee containing only one of their number? 

. It was well known what an extraordinary degree 

of excitement was created in the South last sum- 


_, mer by these incendiary publications, and that the 


| people called loudly for some action of Congress 
| wit rd to them. For these reasons, he pre- 
ferred that a committee should be appointed, con- 
taining a majority of its members from the South. 
The matter would then (Mr. P. said) be brought 
propery before the notice of our southern breth- 


ren, and they would see what the South wanted 


them to do. 
Mr. CLAYTON said all of the gentlemen 
agreed that the subject involved constitutional 
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jaw; and he thought it should, therefore, be sent | 


to the appropriate committee. The gentlemen |’ tutional power of Congress, and the course that 
on the Committee on the Post Office Department | tl 
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were not anxious to exercise jurisdiction over it, 


but would be exceedingly gratified to have it re- 
ferred to a special committee. He spoke for one. 
Four out of five members on the Committee on 
the Post Office Department were from non-slave- 
holding States. The most effective and satisfac- 
tory report to the people would be from gentlemen 
from slaveholding States. 
his constituents would prefer it to come from gen- 
tlemen from slaveholding States. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, was a little surprised | 


that gentlemen should, in the course of this dis- 
cussion, disclaim all party feeling. 
could have supposed that the: gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Catuoun] would attempt 
to excite a party feeling on an occasion like the 


He never |, 


present; and therefore the disclaimer was uncalled , 


for. He still contended that this Government 
had no right to interfere in the matter; and he 


would not,’by any act of his, sanction such inter- | 


ference. As regarded his position, his constitu- 
ents were as oy interested in the question as 
any of the people of the Union—perhaps there 
were none more so. 
that during the last summer great excitement ex- 
isted; but he then, as he still did, confided in the 
virtue and patriotism of the non-slaveholding 


|| Sent their views upon it there, not because they 


It was not to be disguised | 


States to put down all attempts calculated to dis- | 


turb the py the harmony, and union of these 
States. 

he could not consent that this Government had a 
right to interfere in a matter which had been set- 
tled by the funcamental laws of the land. He 
was not prepared to say how far Congress could 


e still trusted they would do so; but | 
|| ject. 


go ‘within its constitutional limits; but he was_ 
willing to.do ail that could be done to put an end 
to the evil complained of. Gentlemen spoke of | 


the great question presented to Congress by tht | 


President. What great question? Why, the 
they all understood, and recommended them to 
take it under their consideration. 
that the subject should take the ordinary course, 
and that they ought not to bring it up, as re- 


such a way as to lead to excitement; for while he 
agreed with him thatthere was no danger of pro- 
ducing it there, he felt some apprehensions as to 
the effect on the people atlarge. The excitement 
on this subject had not been confined to the peo- 
ple alone, but had found its way into the com- 


He thought | 


| 


munications of the Governors of some of the | 


States. He would not, therefore, by the appoint- | 


ment of a select committee, add to the excitement 
that already existed. 

Mr. GOLDSBOROUGH said this was not a 
post office matter; it was not to make an inquiry 
purely into matters appertaining to the Post 
Office Department; it was not a matter peculiarly 
belonging to that Department. He recollected 
the Senator from Massachusetts had referred to 
a select committee matters relating to the trans- 
portation of the mail on railroads, which he 
thought more properly belonged to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office Department that this. 
The question before them ‘was of the utmost 
importance, involving important constitutional 
pasepre of the Government, and he therefore 
thought the object of the reference would be bet- 
ter accomplished through a special committee. 


Mr. LEIGH remarked that, adverting to what | 


had passed the last summer, he thought it was 
wise and proper in the President of the United 
States to make the communication he did to 
Congress. He understood the President’s mes- 
sage, he thought, as well as the gentleman from 
Alabama did. The President recommended 
nothing but the consideration of how far Con- 
gress could act through the regulations of the 


post office; but if it should turn out that Con- | 


st office regu- 


gress could not act through the 
a that the Post 


tions, it would then be foun 


Office Committee was not the most appropriate || lar section of the comes He could not sub- 
: a 


one to take charge of the subject. 


Mr. DAVIS said he happened to belo 


Post Office Committee, and did not fee 


to this | give it a sectional aspects-the worst kind of | 
| tic, || aspect, it could have. It appeared to him the 
ularly desirous of having this matter under his || course expected from the southern gentlemen 
consideration, He was not certain that more || was to evince am 
importance had not besn attached to it than it || the northern gentlemen: a distrust would have | 


: \| belong to the Post Office Committee, (for if this | 
He was satisfied that 


} : \ || to excite any further feelings on the part of the 
President called their attention to a subject that | 


|| of the Post Office Committee, to have the charge | 


marked by the Senator from Pennsylvania, in || of this subject, nor was he anxious to avoid it. | 
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When gentlemen spoke of the consti- ! an unfavorable effect. For his part, he never bad 
' believed that their northern brethren would, for 
might be taken under this power, he did not un- & moment entertain a disposition to hazard or 
, derstand what they meant. Now, it seemed to | jeopardize the Union; as the subject was peculiar 
him to be more a matter of courtesy, and he took | to the Post Office Department, he thought the 
, the liberty for himself to say that he should be || committee on that subject the appropriate ove to 
| very glad to have it taken off his hands, and that | whom it should be referred. Efe would, how- 
, he would be very willing to have it sent toa select | ever, take occasion to disclaim all party feelings, 
committee, not because it did not appropriately | and hoped they would not be permitted to influ- 
ence any one—be he a fanatic from the North—a 
partisan from the South, or a political agitator 
from either, 
The question was then taken on Mr. Catn- 
Houn’s motion for the appointment of a select 
committee, and it was decided in the affirmaiive. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
On motion by Mr. CLAYTON, it was 


Orderet, That so much of the President's message as 
relates to the judiciary be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. EWING, it was 

Ordered, That so much of the President's message as 
relates to the public lands be reierred to the Committee on 
Pubhe Lands. 


On motion by Mr. SOUTHARD, it was 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to Naval Affairs be referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. ROBINSON, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to the militia be referred to the Committee on the 
Militia. 


On motion by Mr. WHITE, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s messarve as 
relates to Indian affairs be referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 


_ On motion by Mr. GRUNDY, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to the post office and post roads be referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Poct Roads. 


The Senate then adjourned. 
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Government had any power over it, it must be | 

through its post office regulations, ) but for another 

reason. He had once the honor of holdinga seat 

in the other House; he hoped he was not.out of | 
Lorder in referring to that body; and he had seen | 
matters deeply interesting to those he represented | 
excluded from the consideration of those members 
| most naturally interested inthem. He felt, then, 
| that there was a want of liberality and of mag- | 
nanimity in this, and he could therefore sympa- | 
thize with those interested in the present question. 
A great southern interest was involved, and he | 
| was willing that southern gentlemen should pre- 


| understood constitutional law better than other 
gentlemen, but because they were more interested 
,and more familiar with the subject to be consid- 
ered. He should, for these reasons, vote for a 
| reference to a select committee. 

Mr. PRESTON said, thatin one pointuf view 
he thought a committee from the South would be 
better. There were two propositions of immense 
moment involved in the consideration of the sub- 

Had this Government a right to regulate 
the Post Office Department, and to what extent | 
| had the Government that right? If thege matters | 
of importance and delicacy should be defined, 
then to what extent do we want this protection? 
A special committee would have abundance of 
| time to devote to the subject, which the other | 
committee would not have. He was indisposed || 








ee 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
and not the question of slavery. | Monpay, December 21, 1835. 

Mr. EWING was not anxious, as a member || fy, WHITTLESEY asked the j:nanimous 
consent of the House to report sundry bills, 
(petitions being in order,) which was objected to. 


Senate. If any excitement was to grow out of 
| it, it was as to the powers of the Government, 


> r is se y i ’ he S - y ” rt . 
| Hie = disposed to perform any duties the Sen- || ©" M4p- WHITTLESEY moved a suspension of 
ate might impose on him, and he was not dis- 


| posed to take any offense if the matter was with- | the rule; which was carried—yeas 106, nays 51. 

held from the committee to which he belonged. | Mr. CAMBRELENG said he should have to 
| einen ibid. steed tie etheatt menial: ao = | throw himself upon the indulgence of the House 
| acted on as if there was no Post Office Committee || TPO" and have printed a bill and a short report 
[nee = oo Se ee hat | from the Committee of Ways and Means. He 
constituted. Every gentleman, but one, on that |) wos sure he need ouly read the title of the bill to 
committee was from the non-slaveholding States, || 


| : * 
; . :| have the unanimous consent of the House to have 
|, and a sectional interest was involved.. The ref- 
|, erence ought, therefore, to be to those who were 


it read a first and second time by the title, with- 
out any debate; it was a bill for the relief of the 
sufferers by fire in the city of New York. 

Objections being made, the Chair said the rule 
had been suspended only to enable the Committee 
on Claims to report certain bills. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


the most interested, and the most familiar with 
'| the subject. Our object (said Mr. E.) is in the | 
| first place to suppress the circulation through the | 
‘|}mails of ineendiary publications, if Congress | 
‘| possess the power to do so; but if Congress || 
| does not possess the power, our next object is to || 
|| quiet the public mind by a report, showing why || Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 
| Congress cannot act. Who, then, so proper to |, Claims, reported the following bills; which were 
| make such a report as gentlemen coming from | read twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
|| the soushern States? A report from northern || Whole House: 
‘| men, explaining why Congress could not act, || A bill for the relief of James Tilford; 
|| would have far less effect in quieting the excite- || _ A bill for the relief of John Pierce and Daniel 
| ment that prevails, than a report coming from || Voorhies; 
| southern gentlemen. He would, therefore, vote |} A bill for the relief of Joseph Cooper; 
\| for the reference to a select committee. i A bill for the relief of Thomas F, Townsley; . 
Mr. BROWN said it had been remarked by an A bill for the relief of Guiseppi Franzoni, and 
'| honorable gentleman, that this was a subject of | heirs of Jardella; 
| deepmoment. Itwastrulyso. TheCommittee | A bill forthe relief of William Findlay’s repre- 
‘| on the Post Office Department had long been | sentatives. 
'| familiar with all subjects relating to it;and they || Two bills for the relief of M. W, Gilbert; 
|| might therefore expect more light upon the sub- |, A bill for the relief of Jesse Smith and others; 
|| ject from that committee than from a select one. || A bill for the relief of David Bartlett; . 
| nother committee not being so familiar would | A bill for the relief of Daniel Whitney; 
|| have to devote more time in acquiring the neces- || _ A bill for the relief of Andrew Dodge; 
information to prepare a report. It had, A bill for the relief of Daniel Bender; 
been said that the report ought to come from a A bill for the relief of Nathaniel P. Tatum; 
| committee com A bill for the relief of B. F. Stickney; 
| A bill for the relief of John McDonald; 
A bill for the relief.of Henry Knowles, sen.; 
i 


j 


sed of members from a particu- || 
|| seribe to that doctrine, t course would be to ; 

A bill for the relief of John Pollock; 

A bill for the relief of David Hardesty; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
David rly; 


nimous confidence towards Eagerly : 
A bill for the relief of Washington Seawell; 
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J. Roach; 
A bill for the relief of Jane Taylor and heirs of | 
J. Plunkett; | 

A bill for the relief of Laurentius M. Eiler; 

A bill for the relief of Moses Bliss; 

A bill for the relief of John Saunders and Pec- 
ley Putnam; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob B. Gilbert; 

A bill forthe relief of Jacob Santani; _ 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Thomas Bearham. 

A bill for the relief of Joshua Collumber. 

A bill for the relief of Abner Stilson. 

SUFFERERS BY NEW YORK FIRE. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG asked the unanimous | 





consent of the House to report a bill for the relief || table was the petition of sundry citizens of Mas- 


of the sufferers by the late fire in the city of New 
York. 


aske 
Mr. JARVIS remarked, that there were various 
bills which the several committees were desirous 
of reporting. He would, therefore, move a gen- | 
eral suspension of the rule, for the purpose of | 
receiving reports from committees. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 


, , e ied || . . . 
Ways and Means, made a report, accompanied | Carolina, if the matter itself was not a matter of 


; - : || very great purport. 
fire in New York; which was read twice. || Very great purport 


by a bill for the relief of the sufferers by the late 


Mr. C. would merely state, for the information 
of the House, the object of the Committee of 
Ways and Means in introducing this bill. An- | 
other subject was under the consideration of the 
committee, upon which they had not acted finally, 
and that was a bill for the remission of the duties 
on goods destroyed by the late fire. That subject 
had been postponed, and the committee had been | 
called upon to act upon this question in conse- | 

uence of acommunication from the Secretary of | 
the Treasury inclosing a letter from the collector 
at New York. Mr. C. regretted very much that 
he should have been called upon in the very first 
act of his new station to propos a bill of this 
description. He should not, however, take up 
the time of the House then, but should merel 
ask its indulgence to-morrow to take up this bill 
and act upon it. 
» Mr. C. then moved that the bill be committed | 
to a Committee of the Whole House on the state | 
of the Union, and that the bill and accompanying | 
report be printed; which was agreed to. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, reported the following bills; which 
were read twice and committed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James Latham, 
deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of Archibald Small. 

Mr. PEAKCE, of Rhode Island, from the 
Committee on Commerce, reported the following | 
bills; which were read twice and committed, viz : 

A bill for the relief of Reuben Colburn; and 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Champlain and 
others. 

Mr. GRENNELL, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported the following bills; which were 
read twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House: 

A bill for the relief of Commodore John Downes: 

A bill for the relief of the Springfield Manufac- | 
turing Company; 

A bill for the relief of Doctor W. Baker; 

A bill for the relief of Stephen Crittenden; 

A bill for the relief of the executors of Charles 
Wilkins; and 

A bill for the relief of David Baker. ; 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval | 


A bill for the relief of Joseph Russ and Stephen 


' 


payeetion having been made, Mr. CamBrecenc | 





| 





|| MOND to reject the petition. 


The motion was agreed to. || 


| question had be¢n a subject of discussion. 


| there, and the House must meet it—the House 
must handle it. 


good, but was well calculated to produce anti-so- | 


| South asked yo aid from the North. 
| trary, he would say, that the South did ask aid 


merce, reported a bill for the relief of Henry 


Darling; which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported the following bills; which 
were read twice and committed: 

A bill to allow drawbacks on duties for mer- 
chandise exported from the United States via. 
Missouri to the provinces of New Mexico; and 

A bill to regulate the compensation of certain 
officers of the revenue cutters. | 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, from the 
Committee on Claims, made unfavorable reports | 
upon certain petitions referred to said committee. 
ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 

The first business in order on the SpeaKker’s 


sachusetts, praying for the immediate abolition 
of slavery within the District of Columbia, pre- | 
sented on Friday last by Mr. Jackson, of Mas- | 


: i; sachusetts. 
a suspension of the rule. ! 


The motion pending was that of Mr. Ham- | 


| 





pensated for the evil, if the evil were not tempo- 
rary, and the poet rmanent and lasting. ~There 
was another class of individuals to whom he would 
address himself. It was those who, in all prob- 
ability, would be for the principles contained jn 
the petition. To those gentlemen he would say, 
not assuming the character of a lecturer, but as 
their associate, that admitting the constitutional 
right to act upon this subject, which he denied, 
he would tell those gentlemen that right was 
not an abstract position and unqualified term; 
that in the exercise of every right there were 
corresponding duties; and that the first duty of 
an American statesman, of an American legis- 
lator, was to look to the welfare of the people and 
to the integrity of the Republic. He would say to 
them, that, in discussing this, or any other ques- 
tion of national and political character, they must 
not examine it with the warm imagination of an 
enthusiast, with the characteristic tenderness of 
the philanthropist, nor with thé cold calculations 
of the philosopher, but as statesmen, looking at 


|| it in all its bearings; and if they were satisfied in 


Mr. OWENS rose to address the House, but || their consciences that it was not calculated to 


Mr. PINCKNEY expressed a hope that the | 
subject would be suspended, in order to present | 
petitions and memorials. 

Mr. OWENS said he would with great pleasure | 





benefit the Republic, they ought nof to legislate 
upon it. If gentlemen would turn their minds 
upon this subject, he was satisfied they would 
have no hesitation as to their course. If the 


accede to the wish of the gentleman from South || propositions he should have the honor to submit 


He rose for the purpose of | 
endeavoring to reconcile the conflicting opinions | 
of gentlemen on all sides, and to submit certain 
propositions, which, he trusted, if the House 
would accept, would put to rest this agitating, deli- 
cate, and dangerous question. It was useless for 
him to regret that this question had heen brought 
before the House. It was useless toregret that this 


It had not been done by the South. 


een conducted. It was not calculated to do any 
cial as well as hostile feelings. Nor did he agree | 
with some gentlemen in their remarks that the 

On the con- | 


from the North, and the North wanted aid from 
the South. Their wants were reciprocal, and it 


|| was these wants that produced our Confederacy. | 


{t was these wants that had cemented our Union; | 
and it was the increase of these wants that would | 
give perpetuity, nay, immortality to it. The prop- | 


_ositions he wished to submit to the House, he | 


| and support, and that the 
/a warm and cordial support. 


did trust and confidently believed the honorable | 
mover of the original proposition would accept | 

Sion itself would give 
The propositions 
he intended to submit were couched in language 
as strong, if notstronger, than the original motion, 
and they were more extended in their operation. 
It was not to meet the question on this petition 
alone, but to meet the question, come in what 


object; nay, In one word, it was to grapple with 


| the subject itself. He perfectly agreed with the 


advocates of the original motion, that this was 


/a measure that required a bold, a prompt, and 


Affairs, reported a bill to authorize the enlist- || 


ment of boys in the naval service; which was | 
read twice and committed. 


Mr. FORESTER, from the Committee on | 


Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the legal || because the 


representatives of Willie Blount; which was read | 
twice and committed. 2 

He also, from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of Charles M. Frazer; which was 
read twice and committed. . | 


Mr. GILLET, from the Committee on Com- 


| 


decisive expression of opinion from that House. 
The South required it; the country required it. 
It could not be blinked. It could not be evaded 
by legislative finesse. It ought not to be eluded 
by technical objections. He therefore reiterated 
that he confidently expected those gentlemen, as 
lovers of their country, and well wishers of the 
peace and safety of the land, would support his 
resolution with warmth. He had also no doubt 
that those gentlemen whose sense of delicacy 
suggested constitutional objections to the rejec- 
tion of ae would support the propositions 
he should have the honor to submit to the House, 
y would find that these propositions 
were free from that objection~ He admitted} in 
the fullest latitude, the constitutional right to 
petition, what was termed the sacred right of peti- 

add without 


|, tioning; but he hoped he might 


offense, that from the evidence he had of its abuse, 
a good man might doubt whether the good com- 


shape itmight. It was to operate upon all peti- 
tions that might come with the same tendency or 


| 





to the House be acceded to by a triumphant ma- 
jority, he had no hesitation in saying that it 
would be considered by the country as the har- 
binger of peace—the rainbow that would dissipate 
the clouds and darkness now resting on the land. 
With these views, and under the operations of 
these feelings, he would move the Goase to lay 
the original proposition of the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Hammonp] on the table, to- 


: The || gether with every matter connected with it, soas 

“4 of discord had been thrown into the House. || te enable him to submit his propositions to the 

But it was 1 

But he did regret—he deeply de- || of Mr. Owens were read from the Clerk’s table, 

os the manner in which the debate on it had 
) 


House. 


At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the resolutions 


and were as follows: 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this House, the question 
of the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia ought 
not to be entertained by Congress. 

-Ind be it further resolved, ‘That in case any petition pray- 


| ing the aboiition of slavery in the District of Columbia be 


hereafter presented, it is the deliberate opinion of this 
House the same ought to be laid upon the table without 
reading. 

Mr. HAMMOND requested the gentleman to 
withdraw his motion to lay on the table, toenable 
Mr. H. to submit the reasons why he could not 
accept the gentleman’s proposition. Objection 
was raised by several members. 

Mr. MERCER submitted to the Chair a ques- 
tion of order, whether the vote of Friday, laying 
the motion to reconsider the vote of the House, 
to consider the petition, on the table, did not lay 
the whole subject onthe table? He was satisfied 
such was the result. 

The CHAIR said he had decided otherwise 
the other day, but he would recur to the author- 
ities on the point, and would not consider that 
decision a precedent. 

Mr. PINCKNEY moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enable the House to proceed with the 
sees of petitions and memorials, but the 

ouse refused. 

Mr. WISE remarked, the gentleman from 
Georgia had read a proposition to the House, 
which Mr. W. presumed was intended to govern 
the decision of the House upon the question to 
lay the motion under consideration on the table; 


and if the gentleman would accept the modifica- 
tion Mr. W. would offer, he would vote with him 
to lay it on the table. 


The modification of Mr. W. was as follows: 
to amend the first resolution by adding —*‘ because 
Congress has no power to legislate on it, under 
the Constitution of the United States.”’ 

And to amend the second resolution, by striking 
out allafter *‘ resolved,’’ and inserting —** that this 
House will not receive any further memorials on 
that subject.” 

Mr. OWENS said he could not accept the 
proposed modification. 

- HAMMOND asked for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay on the table; which were 
ordered. ; , 

Mr. PATTON inquired of the Chair, whether 











the effect of the present motion, if carried in the 
affirmative, would not be, that the resolutions of 
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the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Owens] could || the Committee for the District of Columbia. 


not come up Without“a suspension of the rules. | 

The CHAIR said they would not be in order, | 
until the States were called for resolutions, unless 
by unanimous consent of the House, or by a 
suspension of the rules. 

‘The question was then taken by yeasand nays, 
and decided in the aflirmative—yeas 140, nays 76; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ashley, Barton, 
Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, Bockee, Boon, Bovee, 
Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Burns, Cambreleng, Carr, Carter, 
Casey, George Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, 
Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, 
Deberry. Dickerson, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Effner, Fair- 
field, Farlin, Forester, French, Fry, Wiltiam K. Fuller, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Gillett, Grantland, Graves, Ha- 
ley, Hamer, Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, Samuel 8. Harri- 
son; Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, 
Holsey, Hopkins, Howell, Howard, Hubley, Huntingdon, 
Huntsman, Ingersoll, Ingham, Joseph Jackson, Jarvis, Jo- 
seph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, John 
W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Judson, Kilgore, Kinnaird, 
Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Gideon Lee, Joseph 
Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, | 
Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, John Y. Mason, William 
Mason, Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, May, McComas, 
McKeon, MeKim, McLene, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, 
Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, 
Franklin Pieree, Phelps, Phillips, Pinckney, Rencher, John 
Reynolds, Josepp Reynolds, Ripley,Roane,Rogers,Schenck, 
Seymour, William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Shinu, Smith, Spangler, Sutherland, Taiiaferro, Taylor, 
Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Turriil, Underwood, | 
Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Weeks, | 
Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Williams—140. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Alien, Bailey, Bell, 
Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Bunch, William B. Cal- 
houn, Campbell, John Chambers, Childs, Claiborne, Clark, 
Conner, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Denny, Dunlap, Ev- 
ans, Everett, Fowler, Philo C. Fuller, Rice Garland, Glas- 
cock, Graham, Granger, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, John 
Hall, Hiland Hall, Hammond, Hard, Harper, Hazeltine, 
Heister, Hoar, Hunt, William Jackson, Janes, Henry John- 
son, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Lea, Lincoln, Love, Maury, 
McCarty, McKay, McKennan, Milligan, Morris, Parker, 
Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, 
Pickens, Potts, Reed, Robertson, Russell, Shields, Stade, 
Sloane, Sprague, Standefer, Stoygr, Waddy Thompson, 
White, Whittlesey, and Wise—76. 


So the motion to lay the memorial, with the 
pending motions thereto, on the table was carried 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. OWENS then moved to suspend the rules, 








| Mr. PATTON rose. 


| Owens] must have convinced the House, and 


| especially those gentlemen from the South who | 


had voted for laying the former petition on the 
| table, inconsistently with their vote on Friday 


last upon the same proposition, of the futility of | 


| any such scheme as had been proposed for pro- 
| curing a direct vote of the House upon the prin- 
,ciples involved in the petitions that had Ries 
| offered, and would continue to be offered, praying 
_ the abolition of slavery in the District of Colane 
' bia. Those with whom he felt and acted on this 

question gave this apparently inconsistent vote 
| under the belief that there would be no difficulty 
| in suspending the rules to take up the proposition 
| of the gentleman from Georgia. } 

lated, and were deceived or mistaken. I (said 
| Mr. P.) had no confidence in such calculation, 


|| and was not mistaken. 
The vote (said Mr. P.) I think has further de- | 
| monstrated that it is idle to attempt to avoid this | 
|| subject by any parliamentary maneuver, and that 
|| the only way of obtaining a direct vote upon the 
|| great and interesting question embraced by them, 


| 1s by making a proposition, presenting the ques- 


| tion growing out of the petitions in connection | 
|| with the petitions themselves. 
| Mr. Speaker, it is necessary that this House | 


} 


} 


| and the alarm for the institutions of the country 


| which are abroad in the land; and that, as the 


| means—perhaps the only means—of doing so, it 
should meet those questions directly, and dispose 
of them decisively and permanently. 


believe I express the universal sentiment of the | 


representation from the South in saying they are 
ready to meet them; and while we do not desire 





| 
| 


a . |i 
presented by Mr. Bricas, praying for the aboli- |) 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia, to |) 


He said that the vote || 
| which had just been taken against suspending the | 
| rules for the purpose of taking up the resolution | 
| offered by the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. | 


They so calcu- | 


| should be apprised and fully impressed with the | 
| necessity of quieting the anxiety, the agitation, | 


discussion, and, for one, I will do nothing to pro- | 
voke it, at the same time we will not, if we cannot | 
—we dare not—shrink from it if it be forced upon |) 
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reach above and go beyond the transient and 
fleeting circumstances of the hour, and uninflu- 
enced by the political contests of the day. 

Do this, and I care nothing about discussing or 
deciding the constitutional question. I will not 
quarrel about what will then be a mere abstrac- 
tion. A declaration of the conviction of the House 
that they will not, and that Congress ought not, 
to indettare with this matter, now or hereafter, 
will satisfy the people of the South, and especially 
the States of Virginia and Maryland, who are 
more especially interested in the question. It 
should be known—it is not to. be disguised—it 
would be a mere affectation to attempt to conceal 
the fact, that there does exist in many parts of 
the southern country a strong apprehension—I 
will not say suspicion—that there are some, 


here and cisewhere, who are indisposed to meet 
this question fairly and directly — 


**' That paiter with us in a donble sense.’’ 

The CHAIR here remarked, that the gentle- 
man from Virginia would be pleased to reraem- 
ber that it was not proper to discuss the merits 
of the petition upon the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. P. resumed. I was not, Mr. Speaker,- 
discussing the merits of the question, and T am 
sure that the Chair, on reflection, as well as the 
House, will do me the justice to remember, that 
I have not said one word, in the way of argument, 
on the merits of the question involved in the peti- 
tion. I am urging the propriety of reconsidera- 
tion, so that we moy have a direct vote upon these 


| principles, and, ifneed be, discuss them, [repeat, 


then, and I say it for no purpose or wish to arouse 
the feelings, to inflame the pride or rouse the re- 
sentment of any gentleman here, that there does 


' exist an apprehension that there are some who 


wish to evade this question, and who seem to 
be with us, while they are in truth against us— 
‘*that keep the word of promise to our ear, and 


| 
| break it to the hope.’? 
| I am ready to meet these questions, and I || 
| 


It is necessary in every point of view, then, to 
have a direct vote on this question. Let sucha 
decision be made, as I trust and am willing to 


‘believe there will be, from the votes heretofore 
| taken, and the present excitement of the country 
| will be allayed. 


So far as this subject is con- 
cerned, the South will repose again in the confi- 


serlUl 


— 


to enable him to submit his resolutions to the || us from other quarters. 
House. 
Mr. MANN, of New York, asked for the 


I prefer voting upon the |! dence that this most essential and vital interest of 
questions at once, and without discussion, if || theirs will not be disturbed and made the subjgt 
possible. If this subject must be discussed, it || of perpetual and angry conflict. Let if be sure 
yeas and nays, which were ordered, and the vote |! ought to be discussed, and it is to be hoped will || that the efforts made by these petitions will not 
was—yeas 101, nays 115; as follows: . | be discussed, in the spirit which ought to charac- || be entertained by Congress now or hereafter, and 

YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Bean, Beardsley, Boon, Boyd, || terize members of thé same political family, and || you will at once calm the troubled waters of agi- 


Burns, Cambreleng, Campbell, Chaney, Claiborne, Cleve- || alike imbued with the patriotic purpose of ren- || tation, Refuse to do it, and you incur the risk of 


land, Coffee, Coles, Conner, Cramer, Cushman, Deberry, solani te a : iol neat ; bane : : vhf 
Dickerson, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Farlin, For. || 4¢Ting permanent this great and glorious Union. ee cake he pillarvot tos Ooatedenayt fae y 


ester, Freach, Fry, William K. Fuller, James Garland, || Let the vote referring this ome be recon- j 

Rice Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Graham, Grantiand, Graves, | sidered, a reference made by ihadvertence,:and {| deepest foundation. 

Grayson, Griffin, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hammond, Hanne- | then the petition will be open again for consid- Mr. JOHN Q. ADAMS said he hoped the mo- 
| 








gan, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Hop- 
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kius, Howard, Huntington, Huntsman, Joseph Jackson, | 
Jarvis, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, | 
Benjamin Jones, Lansing, Luke Lea, Joseph Lee, Lucas, | 
Lyon, Abijah Maun, Martin, Jobn Y. Mason, Williani | 
Mason, May, McKay, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Mercer, | 
Montgomery, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, | 
Patton, James A. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, Petiigrew, Pey- 


eration; and, in connection with it, let the prinei- 


ples involved in the petition be presented for the | 


consideration and decision of the House in some 
form which will show distinctly and unequivo- 
| cally that a majority of the Representatives of 
the people of the North as well as of the South 


tion for reconsideration would tot prevail, and for 
the very reason the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 


' Parron] had suggested for voting in favor of it. 
| He thought the only way to get this question out 
| of the view of the nation, and of this House, was 


to dispose of all petitions on the subject in the same 


ww Ww 


Robertson, Rogtes, Seymour, William B. Shepard, Shicids, | and also to the efforts which are making to inter- || of his. He begged leave to call the minds of mem- 
Towne Turrill, Vanderpoe! Ware. Wee ana Wise. | fere with the subject of slavery in the District of || bers to the course which he pursued when he took 
10. : , ? e | Columbia. Let it be shown, if it be so, that there || his seat here in the Twenty-Second Congress. At 

NAYS—Messrs. Ademe, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, || is such a majority opposed to an interference with || that time fifteen petitions had been presented to 
ergy & Goble, Bailey, pan eee ee OSes || slavery in this District, not upon considerations || him, not from his own constituents, but from cer- 
Buneh, William B. Caihoun, Carr, Cutter, Casey, George || Merely temporary, and influenced by existing || tain citizens of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 


ton, Pickens, Pinckney, Joseph Reynolds, Ripley, Roane, | are opposed to the schemes of the Abolitionists, | manner, and this (he said) was not a new opinion 





political circumstances, but upon those high and || vania, with the request that he would present-them 


a — 


oe ww 


Chambers, John Chambers, Chapiti, Childs, Clark, Craig, 
Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Davis, Venny, Evans, Everett, 
Fairfield, Philo C. Fuller, Galbraith, Granger, Grennell, | 
Haley, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harlin, Harper, Samuel 
8. Harrison, Hazeltine Henderson Heister, Hoar, Howell, 
Hubley, Hunt, Ingersoll, f , William Jackson, Janes, 
Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Judson, Kilgore, 
Kinnard, Klingensmith, Lane, Laporte, Lawier, Law- | 
tence, Lay, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lincoln, Logan, Love, 
Job Manny. Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, Maury, Mc- 
Carty, MeComas, McKennan, Miller, Milligau, Morgan, 
Morris, Parker, Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, Potts, Reed, 
Rencher, Russell, Schenck, Augustus H. She » Shinn, 
Slade, Sloane, Francis 0. J. mith, Spangter, Sprague, 
Standefer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, John Thomp-<on, Under- 
wood, Wagener, Wardwell, Washington, Webster, White, 
Whitilesey, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Williams—115. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. McKIM moved the orders of the day, 
which was agreed to, 

The first business before the House was the 
motion of Mr, Parron, to reconsider the vote 
of the House on Friday last, referring a petition 





| paramount considerations which belong to the 
| great rights of property, as well as individual and 
paitical safety, which are connected with it. 


y own strong, confident, and abiding opinion | 


to the House. He did so (he said) mn homage to 
the sacred right of petition, a right which in what- 
ever manner it might be treated by others, it 
should never be treated by him with anything but 


| is, that this Government has no right to abolish || respect. Mr. A. said he then gave notice to the 


| slavery in the District of Columbia. 





uestion. Itis 

| from their position, their habits of thinking and 
their prejudices, entertain more difficulty on this 
subject than we do. I feel every disposition to 
respect their opinions—to make great allowance 
even for their oo 


| propriety of interfering with the subject of slavery 

in the District of Columbia, Satisfy us that the 
House is opposed to such interference upon the 
grounds of principle, permanent, abiding—which 





Give us, then, a dis- 
| tinct, unequivocal, and unevasive vote upon the 


But, sir, I || House and to the country that he should not sup- 
am aware of the difficulties which, exist in the || port these petitions. He felt it to be his duty to 
minds of many gentlemen from the North on this || the country to say that he should. not support 

rhaps natural that they should, | 


them, and the reason which he assigned at that 
time for declining to support them was the same 
reason which the gentleman gives, to keep discus- 
sion out of the House. Mr. A. said he then be- 
lieved that discussion of this question would be 
unprofitable to the House and to the country, but, 


moved that the fifteen petitions be referred to the 
Committee forthe District of Columbia, at the head 
of which was a distinguished citizen of Virginia, 
(Mr. Doddridge,) whom the country has occasion 


| 
: deference to the sacred right of petition, he 
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to regret was now no more. The chairman of | deference to what has been heretofore the usage 


thatcommitice made a report to this House, which | 
i] 


report was read, and nothing more has been heard 
of these petitions from that day to this. Mr. A. 
said that in the course he then took he was not 
sustained by many of his constituents, There 
were some very respectable among them who dis- 
approved of his course. Attempts were made to 
get up meetings of the people to instruct him to 
pursue a different course ,and to multiply petitions 
of that character, but without any effect. A pe- 
tition was afterwards sent him, with the request 


that he would present it to this House—one single | 
tition. He presented it, it was referred, and | 
e believed nothing more has been heard of it | 


since. Mr. A. said he believed that the only 
method was to take that course, to refer to a 
committee, to receive their report, and unani- 
mously to adopt that report. 


were presented, and an effort was made at that 


. . . | 
time to do that which has been done now, with- 
A motion was made to lay on the 


out success, 
table, which failed. They were referred to a 
committee, and from the moment they were re- 


. 


ferred they went to the tomb of the Capulets. 


longer here, presented one or more petitions to 
this effect, and entertained the House with an 
eloquent speech of two hours’ length in support 
of them. No reply was made. Nota so was 
said, ‘The petitions were referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, and we heard 
no more from them. 


or more petitions to the same effect, and declared 
that he 

said petitioners. 
this House? Notatall. He moved to refer the 
petitions to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia; they were so referred, and there they 
slept the sleep of death. 

Tere is a petition referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia—my word for it, (said 
Mr. A.,) if you leave it there, you will have the 
same result—your committee is not an abolition 
contmittees You will have a report, and let the 
House sub silentio adopt it, and you will hear no 
more about it. But, sir, if you are to come to a 
resolution that this House will receive no more 
petitions, we may look to the voice of the people 
of the country. Every member who votes for 
these resolutions will be left at home by his con- 
stituents. What is the next consequence? Why, 
sir, you will have discussion, and to my regret, 
(said Mr. A.,) discussion has been called for and 
challenged by gentlemen on this loor—discussion 
on the merits of slavery. Every communication 


north of Mason and Dixon’s line will be an | 


incendiary pamphlet; the speeches of my col- 
leagues, coaenme of myself, will be branded as 
incendiary. Mr. A. said he did not answer but 
that he might make speeches which these resolu- 
tions would blacken with abuse. Mr. A. said, if 


he was to support these resolutions, his constitu- | 
ents would send a man here who would represent | 
What becomes of these | 
incendiary pamphlets and speeches in this House? | 


them more faithfully. 


They go to the public. The newspapers report 
these speeches; every speech of this kind goes 
through the whole country. Will you have a 
resolution that members of this House shall not 
make a specch in dereliction of the sublime merits 
of slavery—a resolution that no member of this 


House shall dare to utter ene incendiary senti- || 
Well, sir, you begin by onpproenng the || 
be the _. i} 


ment? ll 
right of petition. The next step wil 
pression of the right of speech in this House. 


you pass resolutions that the speeches made in || 


this 


That was the | 
course to avoid discussion of this agitating ques- | 
tion on the one hand, and to pay due respect to || 
your constituent’s petition on the other, Two | 
years afterwards, sir, in 1834, similar petitions 


! || other matter that was in it. 
A gentleman from the State of New York, (Mr. | 
Dickson,) a distinguished member, now no | 


At the same session, a dis- | 
tinguished member of this House presented one | 


1imself concurred in all the opinions of | 
Sir, did this excite a flame in | 


| ferred to the committee, and reported on? 





of this House, in deference to the right of peti- 
tion, of freedom of speech, of freedom of the 
| press, and freedom of religion, I hope, sir, that 
this petition will be left in the possession of the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and that 
we will hear no more about this exciting oe 
Mr. BOULDIN said he had, for many sufficient 


| found. pee for the gentleman last up, 
Apams, of Massachusetts,} and for no one thing 


before the House. 


new far more than he could tell them, that the 
gentieman had at all times paid the most delicate 
and tender regard to our rights and our interests, 
as well as our feelings, upon this subject. 


had ever remarked the same sacred and inviolate 


regard paid to it by him since he (Mr. B.) had the |} 


honor of a seat upon this floor. He would be 
obliged to depart from him a little on this occasion, 
not se much that he had an objection of himself 
to referring the subject-matter to the committee, 
were there nothing in the petition but a naked 


|| request, that we should abolish slavery in the | 


District of Columbia, as on account of certain 
He had on another 
day expressed his willingness to meet the matter 
flatly, and that his constituents should know all 


brethren from the South—a deference he had 
always felt, and would feel, and would act under, 


sessions he had had the honor of a seat in that 


putting the South in possession of all that was 
contained in those petitions. 

Mr. B. said he Nia not know how the House 
could get at the contents of a petition without 
reading it, and if all the South would accord 
with him, and could see as he did, were one of 


the petitions presented with nothing but the pe- | 
‘ tition, nothing insulting to the South, he would | 


| be willing to refer it to the Committee on the 


| District of Columbia, of which he had the honor 


to bea member. But, while the preamble con- 


| tained slurs on the South, he never could again, 
| he trusted, sit patiently and hear abuse of his 
| constituents, direct or indirect, referred to a com- 


mittee of that House for consideration. He 
would ask the gentleman from Massachusetts if 
there was anything abusive in the petitions re- 
If he 
heard the petition read rightly, there were many 
disrespectful slurs thrown over the people of the 
South. 

Mr. BRIGGS said he thought it likely the 


| gentleman from Virginia labored under a mistake; |; 


and if he would yield the floor for a few moments, 
for the petition was very short, Mr. B, would ask 
the House to have it read, which had not been 





| it contained nearly the same in substance. 
| that was contained in this 
| trading in human flesh, applied to this District, 
Ally 
these petitions took a swaggering stand over thes|| 


done at the time of its presentation. 


Mr. BOULDIN had understood (he said) that) 
they were all from me copy, and took it |; 


for word with the one 


He 


for granted it was wor 
that had, in some sort, been under debate. 
would, then, rather hear it read. 

The petition was then read by the Clerk. 
Mr. BoULDIN continued. He was pleased to 
find it not as bad by any means as the other; yet 
All 


tition in relation to 
applied also with equal force to Virginia. 


South, and proposed a kind of guardianship over 
their morals, and were dreadfully afraid that hold- 


ing negroes had made us vastly corrupt, and would | 
Let him that is without fault | 


make us more so. 
cast the first stone. We thank God that we are 
not as other men, whoremongers and adulterers. 


ouse shall not go forth to the public, what || This was the language of these petitions, all of 


will be the consequence? You suppress the right || them. ae might, and did have a fittle thin 


of petition; you suppress the freedom of the press; || gauze over t 


em, such as this: They did not pre- 


you suppress the freedom of religion; for in the || sume to dictate to the South—they did not-mean 
sentiments of many respectable men, fanatics if || to disparage their sister States, or dictate to them; 
you please to call them, they are found to act |) but the acts they do are such as to call down the 


under a sense of duty to their God, Mr, A. said 
it was not for him to judge them, nor was it for 


vengeance of Heaven upon them. Comparisons 
were drawn, express or implied. He no idea 


this House to judge them. Therefore, sir, in |) of imitating these petitioners,and swaggering over 


i] 


more than for what he had always been informed |, 
and believed in relation to this same subject, now | 
He had been informed by his | 
Eapeeneteers [Mr. Randolph,] of whom the world |' 


he knew in relation to it; but in deference to his | 


in some good degree, he had not insisted both | 


House, on coming directly to the question, and | 
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| the North; but who first made traffic of human 


flesh, and made profit by bringing the negroes 
| . . 

| here? and who expects to be paid for carrying 
| them back? Now both have a name over the 
Atlantic, where we are known only by character, 
| Did these petitioners ever hear of a man’s suf- 
| fering merely by its being made known that he 


| came from a State in this Union south of Mason 
reasons, for a long time entertained the most - - |) 
{Mr. 


and Dixon’s line? Did any man ever hear or 
‘know of a nation of.people on any side of Ma- 
| son and Dixon’s line that stood higher for any 
_ of the cardinal virtues—honor, truth, justice, and 
| charity, gentleness of heart, and honesty? Was 
| it thought that we would suffer by a comparison 
with the petitioners? 
The ladies, too, had petitioned. God forbid 


;* 


|| that a word of disrespect should escape him in 


'| relation to the ladies in any quarter of the world 
He || 


—let him, at all times, be sensible of’the defer- 
ence and devotion ‘that was, at all times, under 
all circumstances, due to them; but let no one, 
fiom any quarter, think it necessary to petition 
| Congress to preserve the ladies of the South from 
corruption. He would draw no comparison be- 
tween ladies; neither was there anything to com- 
pare to them; but he would bescech these fair 
petitioners to give themselves no further trouble 


‘|, about the ladies of the South—they were in no 


| danger of contamination. Could they suffer by 
| comparison with the fair in any part of the world 
| in any quality that could adorn or ornament the 
| sex or render it lovely, it was in the hypothesis 
that negro slavery had corrupted the people; but 
the fact was not so. It was true, as the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts had said, that a gentle- 
man, last session, had made a long and eloquent 
speech, and when he concluded, nothing was said, 


| and the petition was laid on the table, where it 
|, has slept the sleep of death. 


| It is true, as the gentleman says, that the peti- 
_ tions of last session upon the same subject have 
all met the same fate; but since that time there 
had been a great change in things. Shall we stand 
here, (said Mr. B.,) after all that has passed 
during the summer, and hear and receive abusive 
| petitions on abolition—patiently, too? He was 

surprised to hear the gentleman from Massachu- 
| setts [Mr. Apams] say, that the speeches of him- 
_ self and those of his colleagues might, and prob- 
'ably would be, if pushed much further on this 
subject, as incendiary as any of those pamphlets, 
and he had not thought it; and if such were their 
| feelings, he would prefer they should come out; 
| but he was sure the gentleman did not entertain 
| feelings and objects as incendiary as many ex- 
| pressed in those pamphlets. He was sure the 
} 
‘ 


gentleman had not taken the trouble to read some 

that he (Mr. B.) had seen. Did he know that 
| they contained propositions, with actions accord- 
ing with them, that would freeze the blood with 
horror to witness if putinto execution, that could 
never be thought of without shuddering by any 
man who feltfor his wife, his children, his friends, 
his neighbors, or his country. He knew the 
gentleman entertained no such objects or feelings 
towards us, and harbored nosuch designs against 


| 
| 
| 
j 
} 
} 
} 
| 
j 
| 
} 


' 
| us. 


In conclusion, Mr. B. said that he would vote 
for the reconsideration; and if a petition came on 
without any offensive language attached to it, and 
his brethren and colleagues from the South should 
agree with him, he would have no particular ob- 
jection to have it referred, and a direct answer 

iven. 

Mr. ALLEN, of New York, moved to lay the 
motion on the table. 

Mr. WISE asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

The motion to lay on the table was then with- 
drawn by the mover, at the request of Mr. W. 
THOM N, who briefly addressed the House. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, next addressed 
the House. He was in favor of referring the pe- 
tition to an intelligent select committee. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Kentucky, renewed the motion 
to lay the proposition, to reconsider the vote re- 
ferring the petition to the Committee for the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia, on the table. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


An adjournment was then moved, but with- 
drawn at the request of the Speaker, who, by 
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imous consent, laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message from the President of the United | 
States, received by the hands of Mr. Donetson: | 

[See Senate proceedings for the message, rela- 
ting to the bequest of James Smithson. } 

n motion by Mr. ADAMS, the message and | 
accompanying documents were referred to a select | 
committee of nine, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a | 
communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting a report in reference to insolvent || 
debiors to the United States; which was laid on || 
the table, and ordered to be printed. | 

On motion, the Houtse adjourned. | 

IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 22, 1835. {| 

A message was received from the President of |, 
the United States by Mr. Donexson, his Private | 
Secretary, transmitting a report from the War 
Department on the condition of the Cumberland 
road in Illinois and Indiana; which was referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, made in compliance | 
with the eighth section of the act for the relief of 
certain individual debtors of the United States; 
also, a report from the same Department, in re- || 
lation to the custom-house officers. 

The CHAIR presented the petition of sundry 
officers of the Army of the United States, in re- 
lation to their pay; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

The CHAIR also presented the petition of || 
Edmund Fanning, praying that an appropriation 
may be made by Congress for the fitting out an 
exploring expedition to the South Seas; which 
was referredto the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of sundry | 
merchants, and-others, of Michigan, praying for 
the construction of a harbor at the mouth of Ga- 
lien river; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN also presented a petition from sun- 
dry citizens of Missotri, praying for the estab- 
lishment of a new land office; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the peti- | 
tion of the President and Directors of the Pa- | 
triotic Bank of Washington, praying for a 
recharter and extension of their capital; which 
was referred to the Committee for the Distriet of | 
Columbia. 

Petitions were also presented by Messrs. 
SOUTHARD, WEBSTER, CRITTENDEN, || 
BLACK, GOLDSBOROUGH, PORTER, and | 
ROBBINS. s 

On motion by Mr. MORRIS, the petition and 
papers of David Taylor, on the files of the last | 
session, were again referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


DISTRICT BANKS. 

Mr. BENTON said a petition for the recharter 
of a bank had been presented and referred before || 
it caught his attention. At the last session of || 
Congress he had objected to petitions of this na- j 
ture, and stated that he would not listen to any + 
attempt to recharter a bank until its conduct had | 

| 





been subjected to the strictest investigations, and || 
until a committee had éxamined into it, and fully | 
ascertained the means through which it had | 
stopped payment. Nothing had been done with 
regard to this subject at the last session, but this 
morning he found on his table, and observed the | 
same on that of other gentlemen, a pamphlet of | 
about forty pages, in which the charges against | 
these banks were gone into, and an attempt made 
| 


1 
| 





to refute them. The pamphlet endeavored to 
establish the fact, that the banks failed from 
unavoidable causes, and that they were entirely 
innocent of any malconduct. Now, he did not 
mean to take an essay from a banking corpora- 
tion of any kind, but he was desirous’ to investi- 
gate fully not only the conduct of all banking 
Institutions, but particularly of those of this Dis- 
trict, where he believed eatin capital had been 
as much abused as in any quarter of the world. 
He had been acquainted with this District for up- 


wards of fifteen years, and he believed that it = 
pula- 
Burope, 


more banking capital in proportion to its 
tion and. resources than any couatry in 


| lief of Walter Loomis and Abel Ga 


| read and referred. 
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Asia, or America. In Apri! next they would be 
more embarrassed than at present, but their em- 
barrassments had been, no doubt, occasioned by 
mismanagement. He hoped a committee wouhl | 
be appointed to inquire into the management of || 
these barks, and particularly into the conduct of || 
those who had stopped payment, both before and | 
since their failure. He did not believe the Dis- || 
trict wanted capital for circulation at all. The | 
Government gave a sufficiency of good money, || 
fold and silver, which was taken away, and its 

place supplied by a depreciated currency. This 

currency (said Mr. B.) was ineccieoed so low, 
that under our eyes the very washerwomen and 
laborers on the canal were cheated out of half 
their wages. He was not disposed to repeat the 
reports he had heard, but if he repeated but half 
that had been told him, it would furnish good 
grounds for instituting a strict investigation. He 
hoped that the gentleman who presented the peti- 


! 
’ 
1 
i 
| 
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| tion would withdraw it, and suffer it to be sent to 
| a select committeé. 
| banks in the District, broken and unbroken, and 


There were ten or twelve 


all of them requiréd some looking after. It was 


| not for him, after having seen the Bank of the 


United States put down, to permit banking insti- 
tutions of lesser consequence to pass here without 
the strictest investigation. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said that this petition 


| had been handed to him asa member of the Com- 
| mittee for the District, with a request to present 


it. It was couched in respectful language, and 
he could not consent to withdraw it. When it 
came up for discussion, the gentleman from Mis- 
souri would have an opportunity of throwing 
every obstacle in its way, and of making any op- 


| position to it he thought proper. 


Mr. BENTON said he hoped the gentleman 
from Alabama would withdraw his petition, and 
that that gentleman would be one of the commit- 
tee to whom he wished the subject referred. It 
was not by waiting until they saw the-effects of 
the United States Bank that they had sueceeded in 
putting it down, nor would it be by waiting for 
the effects of these little thingsthey could succeed. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. TOMLINSON gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to bring in a bill for the re- 

fe | 

Mr. BENTON &ave notice that j would to- | 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill providing 
for an increase of the corps of the United States 
engineers; 

Also, a bill granting a quantity of land to the 
State of Mi&souri for the purposes of internal im- 
provements within the State. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, in pursuance of notice 
given, asked and obtained leave, and introduced 
a bill authorizing the allowance of certaincharges | 
in the accounts of the American consul at Lon- 
don; 

Also, a bill for the relief of Duncan L. Chureh; | 
both of which were read twice and referred. 

Mr. McKEAN, in pursuance of notice given, 


| 
| 


asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill | 
to divide the Green Bay land district in Michi- 


gan, and for other purposes; which, was twice 

Mr. TIPTON, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill 
for the relief of Hiram A. Hunter; which was 
twice read and referred. 


Mr. MOORE, on leave, introduced bills for the | 


relief of Elijah Simmons, of Samuel Smith, and 
others, Creek Indians, and of Susan Marlow; all 
of which were read twice and referred. 

Mr. BLACK, on leave, introduced a bill sup- 
plementary to the act to amend the judiciary 
system of the United States; also, a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of John Donnel and Stephen 
Heard; which were severally read twice and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. PRESTON, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill 
concerning writs of error in the courts of the 
United States; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LEIGH, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill to amend the act for the 


better organization of the district courts of the ° 
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United States for the district of Alabama; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. SOUTHARD submitted the following res- 
olution, which lies over one day for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum 
hia be directed <0 inquire into the expediency of providing 
a clock or timepiece for the Capitol, and that they report 
by bill or otherwise. 


Mr? ROBBINS submitted the following reso- 
lution, Which lies over one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That each Senator be supplied, during the 
present session, with three such newspapers, printed in any 
of the States, as he may choose; provided the same be 
furnished at the usual rate for the annual charge of such 
papers; and provided also, that if any Senator shall choose 


to tuke any newspapers other than daily papers hie shall be 


supplied with as many such papers as shall not exceed tie 
price of three daily papers. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolutions, 
which lie over one day for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation for the purpose of constructing 4 military read from 
cantonment Des Moines to cantonment Leavenworth, 
thence to Fort Gibson ; and that said committee call on the 
Secretary at War for iniormation relating to this subject. 

Resolved, That the Committce on Military Affaire be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
national armory in the valley of the Mississippi; and that 
the State of Missouri be included in the list of States te be 
examined with a view to such work. 


Mr. NAUDAIN submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies over one day for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Senate will, to-morrow, 
o'clock, proceed to the election of a Chaplain. 

Mr. PRENTISS submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies over one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of giving to the cir- 
cuit courts of the United States original jurisdiction, exelu- 
sive of the district courts, of the process and proceedings 
presented by law for the repeal of patents for new and 
useful inventions and discoveries ; and also of allowing an 
appeal to the Supreme Court, by writ of error or otherwise, 
from the judgment of any circuit court, in any action 
brought for the violation or infringement of any right 
claimed under any such patent. 

NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF OHIO. 

Mr. MORRIS, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced the fol- 
lowing joint resolution; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading: 

Whereaa, it is provided in the sixth section of the seventh 
article of the constitution of the State of Ohio, as follows: 
| * That the limits and boundaries of this State be ageer 
tained; it is declared that they are as hereafter mentioned, 
that is to say: on the east by the Pennsylvania line, and on 
the south by the Ohio river to the mouth of the Great Miami 
river, on the west by a line drawn due north from the mouth 
of the Great Miami river atoresaid, on the north by an east 
and west line drawn through the southerly extreme of Lake 
Michigan, running east, after intersecting the duc north line 
atoresaid, from the mouth of the Great Miami river, until it 
shall intersect Lake Erie on the territorial line} and thence 
with the same through Lake Erie to the Pennsylvania line 
aforesaid: Provided always, and it is hereby fully understood 
and declared by the convention, That if the southerly bound or 
extreme of Lake Michigan should extend so far south that a 
line drawn due east from it should not intersect Lake Erie ; 
or if it should intersect said Lake Erie east of the mouth 
| of the Miami river of the Lake, then, and in that case, 

with the assent of the Congress of the United States, the 
northern boundary of Ohio State shall be established bygand 
extended to, a line running from the southerly extreme of 
Lake Michigan to the most northerly cape of the Miami 
bay, after intersecting the due north line from the mouth 
of the Great Miami river aforesaid, thence northeast to the 
territorial line, and by the said territorial line to the Penn- 
sylvania Kne:’? And whereas, the State of Ohio claims 
that the assent of the Congress of the United States has 
been virtually and substantially given to the sixth section 
of the seventh article of the constitution, as above set forth, 
and more especially 40 the latter clause thereof, describing 
her northern boundary as claimed in the proviso to said sec- 
tion, by admitting her Senators and Representatives to their 
seats in Congress, and more fully by the act of Congress, ag 
declared February 19, 1803, entitled “An act to provide for 
the due execution of the laws of the United States within 
the State of Ohio ;”’ in the preamble to which act it is de- 
clared, that the State of Ohio has become one of the United 
States of America, whereby, as a matter of right, the «aid 
State has acquired and can rightfully exercise jurisdiction 
on her northern border to the line as described in the latter 
clause of the proviso contained in the sixth section of the 
seventh article of her constitution; but as doubts have 
arisen whether the act of Congress of the llth January, 
1805, entitied “An act to divide the Indian Territory iaj 
two separate governments,’’ does not contravene the right- 
ful jurisdiction of Ohio to the line as described in the article 
of her constitution, as above stated; in order, therefore, 
that no doubts may longer exist on this subject— 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States in Congress assembled, That the assent of 
the Congress of the United States is hereby fully declared 
and given to the latter clause of the sixth section of the 
seventh article of the constitution of the State of Ohio, 
which, is in the following words, to wit: “The northern 
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to, a direct line running from the southerly extreme of Lake 


: eof Lake || present circumstances. 
Michigan to the most northerly cape of the Miami bay, |) + riod he had just alluded to? Why, sir, (sai 


after intersecting the due north line from the mouth of the 
Great Miami aforesaid, thence northeast to the territorial 
line, and by said territorial line to the Pennsylvania line.’’ 
And it is further resolved, That any State or States that 
may be formed of the territory of the United States lying 


east of the Misvissippi river, which Congress may hereafter 1] 


deem proper to admit into the Union, shall be bounded on 
the south by the State of [linois, Indiana, agd Ohio, as the 


- law may require. 5 || mults, but it was equally true that things as- 
NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF ILLINOIS. i] 


Mr. ROBINSON submitted the following reso- | 
lution, which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Seqretary of the Treasury be directed | 
to cause to be laid before the Senate the report and survey | 


of the commissioners appointed to survey and mark the || 


| 


northern boundary line of the State of Illinois, in pursuance 
of the law of the United States passed April 18, 1831. 


OHIO BOUNDARY LINE-AGAIN. 
The Senate proceeded to ballot for a select 


committee to consider the President’s Message || 


relative to the northern boundary of the State of 
Ohio, and the application of the State of Michi- | 


an for admission into the Union; and Messrs. || 


Jenton, Wricut, Crayron, CrirTenpDen, and 
Preston, were chosen. 


MICHIGAN SENATORS. 1] 
Mr. BENTON said he had submitted a motion || 


some days ago, to extend the courtesy of the 
Senate to the two gentlemen elected as Senators 
from Michigan, so far as to assign them seats on 
the floor of the Senate. That motion he had | 
made through inadvertence, and without looking | 
into any precedents on the subject. The motion 
had been laid on the table, and he now wished it 
taken up in order that he might withdraw it, and 
submit a motion in writing similar to one that | 
had formerly been adopted in the Senate on a | 
like occasion, when two Senators from Tennes- | 
see presented themselves there for admission, | 
and was drawn up nearly word for word with the | 
resolution then adopted. | 
The motion was then taken up, when Mr. B. 
withdrew it, and submitted the following: 
That Mr. Lyon and Mr. Norvell, who claim to be Sen- 
ators of the United States, be received as spectafors, and 
that chairs be provided for that purpose on the floor of the 
Senate, until the final decision of the Senate shall be given | 
on the application to admit Michigan into the Union. 
Mr. EWING moved to amend the motion by | 
striking out the word “ floor,’’ which amend- | 
ment was agreed to. 
Mr. TIPTON said that he must claim the in- 
dulgence of the Senate a few minutes, while he 
explained the reasons that influenced him to the 
course he felt compelled to pursue on the ques- 
tion then under consideration. Coming, as I do, | 
(said Mr. T.,) from a new State that but a few | 
years ago was like Michigan now is, knocking | 
at the door of Congress for admission into the | 
Union, I cannot consent to give a silent vote that 
might be construed by others as unkind to the 
people of Michigan, where it is my good fortune 
to have some valued friends, or uncourteous to | 
the two gentlemen sent to represent the State of 
Miéghigan in this Senate; and he acknowledged | 
the right of the people of this Territory to form | 
a constitution as soon as she had a population of | 
sixty thousand free inhabitants, and to be ad- 
mitted into the Union as a separate and inde- 
vendent State, provided the constitution formed | 
by her was republican and not inconsistent with, | 
or repugnant to, the Constitution of the United | 
States. It will be remembered (said Mr. T.) | 
that I had the honor, two years ago, to urge on | 
the consideration of the Senate a bill providing | 
for taking the census of the people of both 
Arkansas and Michigan Territories, and author- | 
iziig them to form constitutions and State gov- 
ernments provided they were found to contain 
forty-seven thousand seven hundred inhabitants, 
federal numbers, that being the ratio of repre- 
sentation in the other branch of Congress. It 
was not the good pleasure of the Senate to adopt | 
the measure proposed by him. This he sincerely | 
regretted at the time, and he still regretted it. He | 
was confident that it would have prevented most 
of the difficulty that we have had in a certain | 
quarter, promoted harmony and good os 


| 
| 


and taught obedience to the laws. And, more- 
over, it would have enabled the people of these 
Territories to come into the Union as independ- 
ent States, which he considers them entitled 20 do | 


i 


at a much earlier day than they now can under 
What had followed the 


| Mr. T.,) we have had flaming general orders, 
| calling on the militia to stand by their arms to 
| defend the integrity of certain boundaries estab- 
lished by Congress, and which no authority under 
| Heaven, besides Congress, had the right to alter. 
| It was true that no blood was shed by these tu- 
| sumed, at one time there, a most alarming aspect. 
The people of Michigan (said Mr. aa now in- 
| form us that they have ascertained to their own 
| Satisfaction, that they have a sufficient popula- 
| tion to entitle them to form a State government, 
| and they have formed their constitution, and pre- 
| sent themselves here, demanding admission into 
the Union asa separate and independent State. 
|The Senator from Missouri had moved the 
|Senate to allow the two gentlemen who pre- 
| sented themselves here as Senators from the State 
| of Michigan, to take seats in this Chamber; and 
| he tells us that we owe this much to courtesy; as 
| well as to the people of Michigan. This was all 
| very civil, and looked well on paper; hut before 
he could give a vote to admit the Senators he 
mustunderstand how thisconstitution was formed, 
/ and what territory was embraced within the limits 
| of this new State. 


| Sir, (said Mr. T.,) I find, on examining the 


| first article of the constitution of Michigan, that 
| it includes all the territory that was embraced 


|| within the Michigan Terr:tory by an act of Con- 


| gress of January, 1805. This act establishes the 
| southern boundary of that Territory to be a line 
drawn due east from the southern extreme of 
| Lake Michigan. The convention that formed 
| the constitution of Michigan had overlooked or 

disregarded an act of Congress of 19th June, 1816, 
| authorizing the people of the Indiana Territory 
| to form a constitution and State government. 
This act proposed to establish the northern bound- 


|| ary of Indiana by a line drawn through a point 


ten miles North of the southern extreme of Lake 
| Michigan, provided the Indiana convention would 
accept and ratify that boundary. It was accepted 
and ratified by the Indiana convention; the terri- 


| State of Indiana; and now it was found that 
Michigan sets up a claim to this same territory, 
and has attempted to include it within the limits 
of the new State. If Michigan is permitted to 

| do this, it will lop off from Indiana a tract of 
country ten miles in width north and south, ex- 
tending from Lake Michigan to the e&st bound- 
ary of Indiana more than one hundred miles. 
Indiana (said MT.) has had the quiet posses- 
sion of this country nearly twenty years, and has 
organized counties, built towns, opened roads, 
and made all her local arrangements on and over 
this territory now claimed by Michigan. 

The third section of the fourth article of the 
Constitution of the United States reads thus: 
** New States may be admitted by the Congress 
‘into the Union, but no new State shall be formed 

| ‘or erected within the jurisdiction of any other 
‘State, nor any new State formed by the junction 
‘of two or more States, or parts of States, with- 
| ‘out the coggent of the Legislatures of the States 
* concerned, as well as of Congress.”’ 
Unfortunately, as he thought, for Michigan, she 
had disregarded this provision of the Constitution 
of the United States, and attempted to extend her 
jurisdiction overa portion of the State of Indiana 
without consulting the people or the Legislature 
of that State. This was as unnecessary to Mich- 
igan as it was unexpected to Indiana. Michigan 
was longer without that territory than Indiana 
was with it; the people who resided there had no 
wish to be included within the boundaries of 
Michigan, and Indiana would never agree tamely 
to surrender it up to any other power whatever. 
In this view of the case, sir, (said Mr. T.,) it is 
impossible to admit Michigan into the Union 
until she strikes from her constitutiof all that 
part of it that sets up claims to lop off territory 


from the neighboring States. 

Mr. T. said that he could not sanction, by his 
vote, any act of the people of Michigan that could 
by possibility be construed into an admission of 
her existence as a State, nor could he vote seats 

| to her Senators in this Chamber any more than 


tory in question became part and parcel of the 
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of this State shall be estsblished by, and extended | 


December 22, 


seats to any other gentlemen who might be in 
attendance here from that Territory. 

Let Michigan (said Mr. T.) retrace her steps, 
and strike from her constitution all that conflicts 
with the Constitution of the United States, the 

laws of Congress, and the rights of other States, 
and present herself here as a peaceable and good- 
humored sister, and he would be among the first 
to take her by the hand and welcome her into our 
great family, the Confederacy, but he wanted no 
more schisms in the family, nor could he admit 
her into the Union on the terms that she now 
asks to be admitted. If Michigan were admitted 
upon the terms she now asks, every Senator must 
see that an appeal to the courts of the country or 
to arms was unavoidable; it would produce ill 

feelings among the people on either side of the 
boundary line, and a state of things must ensue 
that every patriot should avoid. He therefore 
appealed to Congress to settle the difficulty before 

; admitting Michigan into the Union. 

He had much more to say upon this subject, 
but would postpone it to some other occasion. 

Mr. EWING considered that Mr. Lyon had a 
right, on account of being a Delegate to the other 
House, to the peiviivese of members of that 
branch of Congress. e would have no objec- 
tion to a resolution to admit Mr. Norve tt, as a 
spectator, to take a seat on the benches in the 
fallery: He was —e to go that far, if the 
nonorable Senator from Missouri would so frame 
his resolution. ‘ 

Mr. BENTON Said that chairs had been 
assigned the Tennessee Senators in the case he 
had cited. He therefore thought they had better 
let the word ‘ chairs’’ stand. 

Mr. HENDRICKS said, that he always re- 
gretted when an appeal was made todis liberality 
of comity for anything he could not grant, and 
that this was his situation at the present time. 
What is the case? (said Mr. H.) man comes 
into my house; he tells me that he has come for 
the purpose of appropriating to himself a part of 
my house, or of despoiling mg of a portion of wy 
goods, and that he has means in train by which 
he will, in his opinion, speedily accomplish these 
objects; but inasmuch as it will be more con- 
venient to him to attend to this work of spolia- 
tion within the house than out of doors, he asks 
that, through comity, I would assign him a seat, 
and permit him to remain until he can finish his 
work, Now, sir, this statement well enough 
describes the relations, as far as this position is 
concerned, between the two citizens of Michigan 
and the two Senators from Indiana on this floor. 
They say that they are Senators of the State of 
Michigan; that the sovereignty and independence 
of that, State are extended over ‘a large territory 
of the State of Indiana; that it is their intention 
to eject the jurisdiction of’ Indiana from this ter- 
ritory, and that, to enable them more convenient! 
and more speedily to do this, they ask to be ad- 
mitted upon the floor of the Senate. Comity 
(said Mr. H.) should never ask what comity can 
ss give, and this seems to be a case of that 

ind. 

*t has been said on this floor that Michigan is 
a State de facto; but this, with great deference to 
the opinion, on account of the source whence it 
comes, I must be permitted to controvert, and to 
say that I know of no such case. I infer, indeed, 
that no such can exist, because the Constitution 
says that ‘‘no new State shall be formed or 
erected within the jurisdiction of any other State, 
nor any State’be formed by the junction of two or 
more States, or parts of States, without the con- 
sent of the Legislatures of the States concerned, 
as well as of the Congress.’’ Now, sir, (said Mr. 
H.,) if it had been indispensably necessary that 
Michigan should become a State, and that the State 
of Indiana should be partitioned and dismembered 
for her benefit, comity would have said, that she 
should’ have, at least asked the consent of the 
Legislature of that State, and the Constitution of 
the United States, as well as comity, would also 
have required the same thing. Comity, too, 
would have deferred something to the fact, that 
the State of Indiana has been peaceably in the 
Union for about twenty years, and that, too, 
with boundaries prescribed and assented to by 
Congress. 

Sir, (said Mr. H.,) 1 undertake to say that 
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Michigan is not a State, neither de facto-nor de 


jure, and that she never can be a State with her 
ed boundaries. ‘The President of the Uni- 


assum 


ted States is bound to see that the laws of the | 


Union are faithfully administered in and over the 
Territory of Michigan, until the people of that 
Territory shall have the permission of Congress 
to pass from a territorial to a State government, 
and no one can doubt that he will faithful! r- 
form that duty. It might perhaps be out of place 
here to say much about the rights, or pretended 
rights of Michigan for admittance into the Union. 


He did, however, say that she is noton a footing | 


with any of the three States already formed out 
of the northwestern Territory. Their boundaries 
were described by the ordinance of 1787, and 
by it they were made and called States. In it, 
too, they had a guarantee that they should be 
admitted into the Union with a free population 
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|| old precedent set in the case of the Tennessee 
|| Senators, and allow these gentlemén to come into 


tlemen might suppose, from the words they heard || rights of these States, as well as soun 





' 


leries at all. Now they could come into the Cham- | 
| ber anywhere, where spectators were admitted, | 
; 


| He left it to gentlemen, whether it would not be | 
| better, under all circumstances, to follow up the 


i 
j 
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i} should vote. 
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d policy, 


there, that they could not use the privilege granted || equally condemned any course which could inter- 
by the amendment without a surrender of their || fere with their chartered limits, 
rights, and that they could not come into the gal- || to express this opinion, as the Senator from In- 


He was as free 


diana himself [Mr, Henpricks.) 

The question now before the Senate was one of 
very litue jmportance. The difference between 
the two propositions Was so slight, as to render it 
of little importance to him for which of them he 
Whether the gentlemen elected 


| the Senate Chamber, and listen to the debates || Senators by the Legislature of Michigan should 


| interesting to the diagram of country—(he would || be assigned chairs in this chamber as 
| . . . . . 
| or should be admitted into it as privileged persons, 


It was a || 


each of sixty thousand. None of these prerequi- | 
sites existin relation to Michigan. Congress has | 


never yet determined to form any State north of 


the latitude of the southern bend of Lake Michi- | 
etitioned Con- | 


gan. The people of Michigan i 
ress two years ago to do this, but it has never 
Feen done. 


There is no case in existence to | 
which the present condition and attitude of Michi-_, 


gan can be assimilated. That of Tennessee was a 
much stronger case, but he was willing to accord 
to her citizens in question all that was granted 
to the Senators from Tennessee. And what was 
that? I take it (said Mr. H.) from the 
furnished, as I suppose, by a citizen of 
for I have searched ep further. It was that they 
should be ‘‘ admitted as spectators,’’ until the 
decision of the Senate on the pending bill. 
would not enlarge the present privileges of one 
of the persons claimin 
ator from: Michigan. 

ready under our rules, in virtue of having been 
a delegate in the other House, but it would con- 
fer this privilege on the other, who has it not. 
This much, Mr. President, | am willing to do, 
and no more; and to effect this, I offeran amend- 
ment to the proposition of the Senator from Mis- 


souri, or a substitute, whichever it ought to be | 


considered, for I have not his proposition before 
me, proposing to extend the same privileges of 
the Senate to the Hon. Jonn Norvewt which, 


b 
House of Representatives, and the delegates 
from Territories. 


Resolved, That the same privileges be extended to the | 


Hon. Joun Norveut as is extended to Delegates from 


States or Territories to the House of Representatives in || 


Congress generally. 


Mr. BENTON modified the motion by substi- | 


tuting for all after ‘* Resolved,’’ an amendment 
embracing the substance of the resolution to ad- 
mit the Senators sent’'from the Northwest Terri- 


tory to seats, iri which he had inserted the words, | 


*¢ on the floor.” 

Mr. B. thought that they should be careful 
how they worded any resolution that might be 
adopted there, lest they might expel those gen- 
tlemen altogether. It could hardly be the design 
of the Senate, or of the gentleman from Indiana, 
to expel them, nor did he believe that such was 
the intention of that gentleman. With respect 
to himself, as a Senator from Missouri before she 
was admitted into the Union, he and his colleague 
acted together with the same feelings on that oc- 
casion; not permitting ourselves (said Mr. B.) to 
accept any seat short of a full seat. We did not 
(said he) ask for a seat, though the presiding 
officer gave us one; nor did we hang about the 


Senate Chamber, because we would not permit | 


the impression that we would take anything short 
of what we were fully entitled to. But the case 
of these Senators from Michigan was different. 
They would feel no difficulty in waiting until 
Congress decided to admit the State they came to 
represent into the Union; and all he asked for 
them was, to give them the privilege of being 
present when the interests of their State were dis- 
cussed. He thought it would be better to pass 
his resolution than the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Indiana. His resolution did not com- 
mit gentlemen in any way. He had avoided 
designating Michigan either as a State or Terri- 
tory, and therefore no gentleman could commit 


himse 


|| aboxt thegsight of Michigan to be received into || 

pent | 
ichigan, 

It | 


to be received as a Sen- || 
hat privilege he has al- | 


our rules, are given to the members of the | 


if by voting for its adoption. Those gen- || their present boundaries. 


not speak of Michigan as a State)—the diagram 
_of country they came to represent. 
matter of substance to them to have this 


rivi- 


lege; they might hear something in debate inter- |) 


esting to the country they came from, that they 
would be able to answer, and they might thus be 
enabled to furnish some Senator with the answer 
to make forthem. He thought it would be better 
to furnish the gentlemen with chairs, as was done 
in the case of the Senators from Tennessee. 

Mr. HENDRICKS said that he could very | 
well appreciate the feelings of delicacy which had | 
| 8o frequently been mentioned by Senators in this | 
discussion. 


A | 
The proposition now before the | 


Senate was one of courtesy and delicacy towards || 


| the representatives of Michigan; and this was 
| its whole character. He admitted, too, the pro- | 
| priety of prudence and caution in forming opinions | 


duty, with the constitution of Michigan on our 
tables, claiming, as it does, a large district of our 
State, would be wholly unpardonable. He, for 
one, had no opinion to form. He had but one 
course to take, and that was to resist the admis- 
|sion of Michigan as a State of this Union at 
| every step, until she expunged from her consti- 
_ tution her unfounded claim upon the territory of 
| Indiana. 

The Senator from Missouri had spoken of pre- 
cedents, and had instanced those of Tennessee 
and Missouri. But the Tennessee case conferred 
no greater privilege than that already enjoyed by 


question, in virtue of his having been a Delegate 


privilege than that proposed by his amendment 
to be conferred on the other, the Hon. Mr. Non- 
vetL. The precedent of Missouri! and is there 
any similarity between the case of Missouri and 
hat of Mtchigan? Surely none. Missouri was 
a State, known as such to our laws. 
formed her constitution in pursuance of a law of 
Congress. 
form and in fact. 
unexceptionable, There was no question of bound- 
ary—no question about her right of admission as 
a State. 5 
the power of Congress to attach a condition after 
her right to admission had become perfect. Here, 


| or the other. 


eee 


could not be a matter of consequence to them. 
We would not prevent them from taking seats, 
whether they came in under the one resolution 
They were the representatives of 


| Michigan, and were now asserting her claim to 


| be admitted as a State into the Unien. 


It was 


| proper that they should be present in the Senate, 


/ and have an o 
|| ceedings whie 


| 


the Union as a sovereign and independent State. || 
But, in relation to himself and his colleague, a || 
squeamish delicacy would be entirely out of place. | 
For us to doubt or hesitate about our course and | 


| 


| 


| 


| 
' 


the Hon. Lucius Lyon, one of the gentlemen in | 
| in the House of Representatives, and no greater || 


| debated, and the } 
;| assigning them chairs, they would have the sole 


ger ged of hearing all its pro- 
1 had any connection with this 
seen, They would be equally admitted under 
the one or the other resolution. He should vote 
for the resolution of the Senator from Missouri, 
(Mr. Benron,] because it seemed to be conform- 
able to the ancient precedents. He would, how- 


| ever, suggest whether it would not be better for 


him to accept of the modification proposed by 
the Senator from Indiana, (Mr. Henpaicks,] than 
make a question on this subject. The result 
would be the same in either case. 

Mr. GOLDSBOROUGH observed that the ob- 
ject of the resolution appeared to be to extend 
some civility to the gentlemen coming as Senators 
from Michigan, and, on the other side, gentlemen 
were unwilling to go as far as to commit them- 
selves to any ulterior object. Now, he thought 
the resolution might be so changed as to obviate 
all objections to it; that was, to word it so as to 
admit the gentlemen to the privileged seats of the 
Senate. 

Mr. BENTON replied, that this privilege was 
extended to the members of the other House, and 
to a great many others, perhaps to five or six 
| hundred inall. He could not say exactly to how 
| many the privilege was extended, but he believed 
that, under the rule lately adopted, more were 
entitled to occupy the suintoged seats than me 
would hold. A crowd might therefore be col- 
lected in the Senate Chamber at times that the 
| very questions interesting to these gentlemen were 
might thus be excluded. By 


| right to occupy them, and no one could exclude 
| them. 


She had || 


She was a State de jure, as well asin |) 
She presented a constitution || 


in the’case of Michigan, the question of State or || 


no State has yet to be seitled,as well as the ques- 


|| questions to scttle, he believed that no special 
comity had been shown to the Senators who pre- 
| sented themselves. He referred to the admission 
of Ohio, Louisiana, Indiana, and other new States, 
| where the Journals showed no resolutions of cour- 


were sworn as members of the body. 
recollected that the Senators from In 
not obtain seats, until the joint resolution of ad- 
mittance had passed both Houses, and obtained 
the appropriate signatures. The precedents which 
the practice of the Senate in these cases afforded 
were against the application in the present case. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, that after a thorough 
examination of the subject, there was one ques- 
tion in this controversy on which he should not 
hesitate to express a decided opinion. He never 
should, whilst he had the honor to occupy a seat 
upon that floor, give a vote which might tend to 
disturb ‘the States of Indiana or Illinois in the 
, peaceable possession of all the territory within 


} 


tion of boundary, involving as it does the integrity )) 
| of one or more of the States. In relation to other | 
States, where there were no difficult preliminary || 


| tesy to the Senators in attendance before they | 
He well | 
diana did | 





The constitutional | 


The gastos was then taken; and the amend- 
ment of Mr. Henpricks was agreed to, after 
which the resolution was adopted as amended. 
BILLS REFERRED. 
The following bills were severally read the 


: ; ."“* | second time, and referred: 
The only question was one involving |, 


The bill for the legal adjudication and settle- 
ment of claims to lands therein mentioned; 

The bill authorizing the President to rua and 
mark the boundary line between the Territory of 
the United States and the State of Missouri; 

The bill authorizing the relinquishment of the 
| sixteenth section of public lands granted for the 
use of schools, and the location of other lands in 


|| lieu thereof; 


; 


| 


The bill to settle and establi¢h the northern 
boundary of the State of Ohio; and 

The bill to improve the navigation of the Mis- 
wer river in the vicinity of St. Louis. 

After the consideration of executive business, 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 22, 1835. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion made by Mr. Parron, on Friday last, to 
reconsider the vote whereby.the petition pre- 
sented by Mr. Briaes, praying the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia, was referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. GRANGER protested against the manner 
in which these petitioners had been confounded 
with the Abolitionists of the North. He knew 
the gentlemen who petitioned on this subject to 
be as pure in their hearts, and as pure in their 
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lives, as any gentlemen upon that floor. They '| would say he deemed necessary from certain re- 


were individuals to whom the Constitution of the || 
country was as sacred as to any other class of 
citizens. He held the Abolitionists of the North | 
in no more respect than did the gentleman from 
Carolina, or from any other State in the Union. 
‘There were many of them for whose motives be | 
had no respect; there were many others whose | 
motives he believed to be honest, but to whom, 
misguided as they were, he would say, Sta 
our hands, you are not to scatter firebrands 
ance But when he was called upon to confound 
these petitioners with such persons, it became 
his duty to protest against it. These petitioners 
thought Congress had the right, under the Con- 
stitution, to legislate exclusively, and to the 
fullest extent, within the District of Columbia, 
without going beyond the Constitution; and, with 
this abstract proposition, they supposed they 
had aright to appear at the bar of that House, 
and to ask Congress to interfere on the subject 
of slavery within this District. Mr. G,. then 
took a review of the class of individuals by 
whom these petitions were subscribed—ladies, 
quakers, and others, who had conscientious seru- 
ples on the subject of slavery. He referred to the 
proceedings of the Legislature, or one branch of 
it, of New York, a few years ago. He said it 
should be remembered, and he was surprised 
that it should seem to be forgotten by those 
who had been longer in that House than himself, 
that in the popular branch of the Legislature of 
New York, during the session of the winter of 
1829, it was declared by a most decided majority, 
embracing géntlemen of all political partics, and 
embracing as much talent and as much patriotism 
as was to be found in any legislative hall of any 
Legislature in this Union, that it was competent 
for Congress to legislate on the subject of slavery 
within the District of Columbia. “The majority 
of this respectable body were not, and ought not 
to be designated as murderers; and they were not 
less improper terms to be applied to any portion of 
the freemen of thiscountry. In Mr. G.’s opinion 
the House was bound to receive all petitions re- 
spectfully couched. Ifgentlemen wished a direct 
vote upon this question, let them meet the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 
Tuomas,] to refer all these petitions either to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, or toa 
special committee, and let a report be made, as it 
would be made, to meet their wishes. Then they 
should have Mr. G.’s vote; and, though differing 
from many of his constituents, still he would | 
most fearlessly record his vote in favor of such a 
report. But when it was insisted upon that he 
should avoid the question, or that he should strike 
through it, and inflict a deep wound upon the 
very right of petition, he would take astand with 
the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Who would have believed that from that country || 
to which the Constitution could not be made | 
acceptable until the right of freedom of speech, 
freedom of discussion, and freedom of petition 
had been secured—who (he said) would have be- 
jieved that an attempt should be made thus to 
drive from that Hall a petition which professed, 
as he professed to believe, that discussion should 
be left free, where the nation was left free? 
Mr. INGERSOLL rose (he said) cltiefly with 
a view of announcing his intention to the House 
to submit a proposition which, he thought, if 
adopted, would be the means of tranquillizing all 
parts of the House on this question, without 
compromise on either side. His own belief was, 
& motion to reject the petition would not, if car- 
ried, reach the object it was desired to attain. 
Mr. I. read the sketch of his resolution, which | 
was as follows: 


Resolved, That the holding of slaves is a right clearly | 
recognized by the Constitution of the United States, and 
is thereby secured to the citizens of those States whose 
policy does not forbid it, as th? legitimate subject of indi- 
vidual property, and source of political influence and power; 
and all attempts to interfere with, or molest them in its 
exercise or enjoyment, are impolitic, unconstitutional, and || 
unjust. 


Mr. I. then addressed the House at some length | 
in support of the foregoing propositions. 
Mr. MANN, of New York, said he had avoid- | 
ed all participation in this debate, because he || 
thought it wise to do so, and he should then say || 
a very few words in relation to it. All that he |! 





longer ago than the 


| in that 


marks that had fallen from one of his honorable 


| colleagues that morning, [Mr. Grancer.] That 
gentleman was pleased to say, that it had been | 
forgotten that the Legislature of New York, not | 
ear 1829, had passed reso- | 
lutions upon the subject of the right of Congress | 


to interfere with slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 
Mr. GRANGER explained. 


** it seemed to have been forgotton that the popular 


| branch of the Legislature had passed resolutions”? | 
| —and (said Mr. G.) I leave the gentleman there. | 


Mr. MANN said that thus far he had avoided 
participating in this debate. He had purposely 
done so, because he fully believed that gentlemen 
of the South, on that floor, were entirely sincere 


in their assurances to us that such discussions | 
| were unprofitable, and productive of anything but 


utility; dangerous to their rights, and, perhaps, 
destructive to the lives of their wives, their chil- 
dren, their citizens. He had hoped that gentlemen 


giving such assurances would have refrained from | 
| going into the discussion; but in this he had been || 


greatly disappointed. He would forewarn the 


. ° . ° } 
House that it was not his intention to deviate far | 


from the course he had prescribed for himself, 
and he would not now trespass at all if it had not 
been for some remarks made by his honorable 
colleague [Mr. Grancrr] who first addressed 
the House this morning. My colleague, sir, (said 


| Mr. M.,) has been pleased to say that it seemed 


to be forgotton that the Legislature of New York, 
not longer ago than 1829, passed resolutions in 
favor of the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. GRANGER here explained by saying 
that such resolutions were only passed by the 
popular branch of that Legislature. 

Ir. MANN continued and said, that the im- 
pression he received from the gentleman’s remarks 
was as he had stated, and he thought he had 
heard him distinctly and attentively; but it was 
ung he might not have done so, and he was 
iappy to have the gentleman understood. Mr. 


M. said he had the honor of having been an hum- || 


ble member of that Legislature, and, on looking 
into its journal, he found that there were four 
others of his colleagues on this floor who were 
then also his associates, [Messrs. Wituiam K., 
Fuiier, Puro C. Futter, Errner, and Haz- 
ELTINE.] His colleague [Mr. Grancer] was not 
egislature, as he had been accustomed 
heretofore to be; and having stated this fact, (said 
Mr. M.,) perhaps it is due-to the gentleman that 
I should state the reason, and it is, that he was 
at the previous election a candidate for the Lieu- 
tenant Governor’s chair of that State, which he 
failed to reach, for the simple reason that he could 
not get votes enough! 


Now, Mr. Speaker, on looking into the Journal | 
containing the record of the decision taken on the | 
poe of the resolution to which my colleague | 


1as alluded, (and it is due to my colleagues to 


state it, after what has fallen from the gentleman,) | 


I find the record to be consistent with all my 


former and subsequent action upon the subject. |, 
I am there recorded as voting with my two col- || 


leagues, with whom it has usually been my pleas- 
ure to act on most questions, [WituaM K. Fut- 


| LER, and eee as voting against the resolu- 


tions, while I find my other Conerenete [Puro 


| C. Fuirer, and Hazevtine,] who have always 


been aliens to most of my views upon political 
questions, recorded as there voting for them. 


My course, sir, and that of my friends generally |. 
| at home, as well as on this floor, has been con- 


sistent in opposing any interference upon this sub- 
ject. It is true, sir, that resolution passed that 

ssembly—passed too, sir, for purposes, and by 
means wih I am not permittee to discuss here; 
but having been sent to the other branch of the 
Legislature for their concurrence, it slept, I be- 
lieve, in the same family vault with those men- 
tioned yesterday by the honorable gentleman 


| [Mr. Apams] from Massachusetts, ** the tomb of 


the Capulets.’’ After this explanation, sir, the gen- 
tleman is welcome to all the “ gulls he may catch 
by that flyn’’—to all the benefits which he can 
appropriate to himself in this, the next, or any 
other campaign. Having said thus much in reply 
to my colleague, and being on the floor, (said 


| 


His words were, | 


| Mr. M.,) I beg leave to add, that my own opin- 
| ions on this subject are in accordance with those 
| of my constituents, with whose yiews I am 
acquainted, or ought to be presumed to be so; and, 
sir, I may claim some acquaintance with the peo- 
le of the State of New York. Sir, (said Mr. M.,) 
Vag fully warranted in saying, that, from my 
acquaintance with that people, there is not one 
person in five hundred am®ng a population of 
more than two millions of people in that State, 
who is in favor of abolition, or any other inter- 
ference with the rights of master and slave in the 
South. Among the political friends with whom 
| I have uniformly acted, (the Republicans,) I 
| have never known one—no, sir, not a single one. 
| Sir, (said Mr. M.,) there is no constitutional am- 
biguity to my mind on this subject; for while it 
is admitted that Congress has exclusive power 
‘‘of legislation in all cases whetever,’’ in the 
| District of Columbia, the Constitution has pro- 
| hibited any of our interference with the laek te- 
| stitutions of the States. The Union and the 
Constitution, sir, were the result of concession and 
compromise. The subject under debate formed 
one of the points. We agreed—we entered into 
the compact with our southern brethren; and the 
| question now presented by them to us—the real 
' question (when the argument is pushed to the full 
extent) propounded to us of the North, is whether 
we will live up to the bargain we have made to thé 
| compact and union we have entered into? For 
_ myself, for my constituents and friends, I answer, 
' without hesitation or mental reservation, that 
under all circumstances, and in every vicissitude, 
good or evil, we will—we will, though the heav- 
ens fall. What more need I say? (said Mr. M.) 
I will ask gentlemen te believe us sincere. Why 
suspect our sincerity? What motive have we 
| to interfere in concerns that do not concern us? 
| Sir, the people of New York can have no motive 
for such interference. 

The few misguided men in the North who are 
desirous of intruding their misdirected philan- 
thropy upon the South, have political and party 
purposes to subserve. Sensible of their own 
want of consideration in their own community— 
| of their own destitution of political integrity and 
| patriotism, me seek even infamous notoriety in 
/attempts to destroy the institutions of their 
/ country. I have placed my vote on our State 
legislative journals against them, and I shall repeat 
that vote on your journal as often as I may have 
opportunity. 

Mr. Speaker, I have deprecated this debate, 
and deplored the spirit in which it is conducted. 
| Shall it come to this, that an American Congress 

shall be bandying epithets springing from youth- 
ful or iced feelings? Is it necessary, sir, to 
accuse any individuals of crimes, and stigmatize 
them with epithets, that shall with me be name- 
less? For myself, sir, [ cannot consent to such 
an employment, and I trust that we may conduct 
our further proceedings in such manner as will 
| avoid it. 

Mr. ROBERTSON said, the question to be 
| met was not whether Congress had power to legis- 
late on the subject of slavery within the States 
of this Union, as referred to in the resolution of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Incer- 
sOLL,] but whether it had the power to legislate 
| within the District of Columbia. He should sup- 
'| port the motion of his honorable colleague (Mr. 
i] Poxveni to reconsider, because that would open 

a way for meeting the question; and they must 
meet it, and must decide it. To use the word of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Apams] 
on another occasion, they must not ‘* dodge’? it, 
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
| lumbia was but the entering wedge to attack the 
whole of the institutions of the South. Would 
it be contended that the right of exclusive legis- 
| tion given to Congress within the ten miles square 
| was unrestricted? Could Congress pass an ex post 

facto law in the District? Could they confiscate 
| property? And what was the pranvones of the 
|| petitioners but a confiscation of property ? There 
| was no such authority under the Constitution, 
and this was the question by which he wished 

the House to be tested. The Government might 
confiscate private property, under the Constitu- 
tion, for certain purposes, and under certain pro- 
(| visions; but slave property was not of that class. 
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Supposing Congress did emancipate the slaves | 
here, what would they do with them? The Con- 
stitution did not empower Congress to acquire 
property in slaves. If Congress had power to 
Prekish slavery, it had the power to establish 
slavery: the one proposition necessarily followed 
the other. Mr. ke then took a review of the act 
of cession, under which he denied the right of in- 
terference on this subject. He excepted altogether || 
to the jurisdiction of that House or the other. 
After some further remarks, Mr. R. said he hoped 
party considerations would not be brought to bear 
upon it, and that the House would adopt a course 
that would tranquillize the South. It was not the | 

eople of the South who had brought this fat- 
Soond into the House, but a small band of ruf- | 
fians harbored in the North. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, briefly addressed 
the House, and said he considered any discussion 
on the merits of the question at that time entirely 
inexpedient. 

Mr. WISEspoke for some time, chiefly on the 
constitutional question, that Congress had no | 
power to legislate on the subject, and gave notice | 
of his intention to move a resolution to that effect. | 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, said he did not rise 
to discuss the merits of the proposition which | 
would be necessarily presented by the petition 
now offered to the House; that was what he not 
only did not desire to do, but it was what he dare 
notdo. He designed briefly to assign the reasons | 
which would induce him to reconsider the vote | 
by which, in a moment of inadvertence, that peti- | 
tion had been sent to the Committee for the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia; and also to reply to the ob- | 
jections urged by gentlemen to the course now | 
propane to be adopted in reference to that, and 

e hopedall other petitions of the same character. 

He expressed himself grateful to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Incersoxt] for the re- 
marks he had made this morning. But while he | 

-rendered this tribute to the good feelings and 
sympathies of the gentleman, he hoped his own |' 
motives would be duly appreciated by him when 
he said he could never consent to entertain or dis- 
cuss here the right by which the people of the 
South held title to theirslaves. The great object 
he desired was, to obtain a direct vote upon these 
petitions, which continued daily to come in; and 
that the solicitude he felt on the subject arose 
from a conviction upon his own mind, that noth- 
ing but a direct vote would satisfy the members 
from the South, or quiet the apprehensions of their 
consiituents; and deeply as he lamented the neces- || 
sity which rendered it proper, in the opinion of 
the honorable gentleman, to go into this debate— 
unwilling as he had always been, so far, to coun- | 
tenance the views of these misguided, deluded, 
and infatuated men, who for years past had been 
scattering firebrands among the people of the 
South, and who, to accomplish their base pur- 
poses, were willing not only to aim a deadly blow 
at their prosperity as a people, but to peril the lives 
of millions, and to endanger the perpetuity of the 
Union—he felt as though he should be unfaith- 
ful to the high trust confided to him if he did not 
contribute his aid in obtaining a direct vote uo. 

this all-absorbing question. 

But a few days ago there seemed to exist a 
unanimity of sentiment upon this deeply interest- 
ing subject which had very seldom manifested 
itself upon any important question which had 
come up for consideration before the Represent- 











atives of the people; there was then heard from | 
ouse a wish expressed, notonly | 


all sides of the 
to put down the Abolitionists, but to do it in the 


most effectual possible manner; and the great | 
point of difficulty was, to determine upon the | 
mode by which it could be most effectually done. 


With one of the modes (Mr. J. said) he 
should be satisfied. Promptly to naan these pe- 
titions as they were presented, he believed, would 
meet the opprobation of southern gentlemen; and 
if they, who were more deeply interested than 
all others, regarded that mode of disposing of 
them as effectual to the accomplishment of the 


THE C 


| were over sensitive, and disposed to act with too 
| much precipitation on this subject. 


| The fact could not be diseuised, that there existed 
| throughout the slaveholding States an excitement 
| which had never been witnessed at any former 


| 


|| of the people to petition Congress. 
that to be a right, the free exercise of which was | 
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It had been said, that gentlemen from the South | 


It had also | 
been contended, that this course of proceeding 


ij 
} 


| was calculated to abridge the great right of peti- || 
'| tion; and others there were who thought the only || 


roper course was to refer them to a committee. 
he intimation that this was a subject upon which 
the people of the South were sensitive, was just, || 


i 


veriod of their history; and strangely indeed must | 
1e be constituted who could look upon the con- 
duct of the Abolitionists, anfl witness the scenes 
to which it had given rise in the South, and not 
have his sensibility wrought up to the very high- 


|, est pitch. Was it not known to every gentleman 


upon this floor that numerous abolition societies 
had been formed in the eastern and northern 
States—frowned upon, indignantly frowned upon, | 
he believed, by the intelligent, the well-informed, 
and respectable portions of these communities— | 
but could they shut their eyes to the fact, that 
these societies existed; that they had gone on to 
collect large sums of money, and had put into 


| Operation printing-presses which were worked by 


steam? Yes, sir, worked by steam, with the open 


_and avowed object of effecting the immediate ab- 


olition of slavery in the southern States. That 
by means of these*two great revolutionizers of 
the world—he meant steam powes and the press— 
they had caused to be printed, and, by means of 
the public mails, circulated throughout the slave- 
holding States, large numbers of newspapers, 
pamphlets, tracts, and pictures, saltualated in an 
eminent degree, to rouse and inflame the passions 
of the slaves against their masters, to urge them 
on to deeds of death, and to involve them in all 
the horrors of a servile war—productions which 
(Mr. J. said) he would take upon himself to 


| say, were as foul libels upon the people of the 


South as were ever printed. And, as if to add 


|| insult to injury, there were those here who had 
| the charity to believe that they were influenced 


in their conduct by humane and religious mo- 
tives. If, indeed, (said Mr. J.,) this most un- 
called-for, officious, and dangerous intermeddling 
with the rights of others be dictated by religion, 
he would say it was not the religion which was 


by his disciples. 

Mr. JONES said he hoped it would not be’ 
understood by anything he had said, that he was 
| in favor of abridging either the freedom of the 
press or the freedom of speech; far from it; he 
regarded them as the great safeguards to our 

republican institutions. There was, however, a 

difference between the freedom and the licentious- 
_ ness of the press; and what he objected to was, 

the right of these misguided and deluded men to 
| propagate slander, to instigate murder, to disturb 
| the peace of States, and to endanger this Union; 
and, if persisted in by them, he called upon the 
Representatives of oer to interpose, and 
stamp their conduct with the seal of their disap- 
probation. 

But (said Mr. J.) we have been told by the 
| gentlemen from New York and Massachusetts, 
| {Mr. Bearpsiey and Mr. Apams,] that to vote 
| to reject this petition would be to abridge the right 

He admitted 


secured to the people by the Constitution, and he 


to lay violent hands upon that sacred instrument; 


ative of the people, support it he would, at every 
hazard, for upon it depended the last hope of 
freedom throughout the world; and if he could 
be satisfied that any constitutional right of the 
|| people was to be invaded by the course he pro- 
posed in disposing of that petition, he would be 

the first to abandon the poasen he then occupied. 

But (said Mr. J.) in what consists the right of 
| petition, if it be not to set forth, in written form, 





great object they had in view, and the people of 
the East and of the North really intended, in 
good faith, to codperate with them, (as he be- 

eved they did,) he could perceive no good reason 
why the proposition to reject should not be sus- 


| the grievances complained of, with a view to pro- 

| cure upon them the action of Congress; and had 
not these petitioners already enjoyed that ri 

| Did not the proceedings 


BE. 


inculecated by the Savior of the world, or taught | 


would be among the last, he hoped the very last, | 


he had sworn to support it, and, as a Represent- | 


ht? || 
which had taken placa i 
upon this petition furnish the affirmative answer 
to the inquiry? Had they not petitioned, had not | 





their petitions been presented by a member in his 
place, received by the House, read by the Clerk? 
and was Congress not then engaged in endeav- 
oring to dispose of it in conformity with rules 
which had been made and adopted for the gov- 
ernment of the House; and if 1t should ever be 
disposed of, would not this petitién have been so 
fully considered, as it could have been, had any 
other form of proceeding been adopted? Mr. 
J. said, that when a petition had been presented 
to the House, received, and read by the Clerk, 
(unless it should be afterwards withdrawn by 
the consent of the House,) it became the prop- 


| erty of the Representatives of the people; they 


might refuse to consider it, lay it on the table, 
postpone it to a day certain, refer it to the com- 
mittee, or, what they had in vain attempted here, 
they might reject it. Here, then, were five several 
ways in which this petition might legally and 
properly be disposed of; and how it was that the 
disposition of it in one of these modes, in prefer- 
ence to another, (all of which were prescribed 
by the rules of the House,) was, in any possible 
way, to affect the right of the people to petition 
_ Congress, he was wholiy at a loss to comprehend, 
| But they were told by the gentleman from Mas- 
| sachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] that, if these petitions 
| Were sent to a committee, they would there be 
| allowed to ‘sleep the sleep of death;’’ and that 
_thereafter we should be troubled with no others 
of like character, Would to God that this assur- 
ance of the honorable gentleman could be realized; 
but they had only to look to the past history of 
their legislation upon that subject to be satisfied 
| that the expected consummation, to which he 
| looked forward, had existence nowhere except in 
| the fertile imagination of him who conceived it. It 
| would then be seen that that course had been tried 
again and again; still these petitions continued to 
flow in upon them, and would continue to do so 
| so long as they were received and referred to com- 
_mittees. What (he inquired) was the object in 
referring subjects to a committee? It was to collect 
information which, in the ordinary course of legis- 
lation, could not conveniently be collected in any 
| other way. But did this House stand in need of 
| information upon the subject sought to be brought 
| to its notice by that petition? Certainly not, It 
was well understood that it was a subject to which 
| public attention had been long turned with the 
most intense interest; that from the river St. Law- 
| rence to the Gulf of Mexico the best talents of 
| the country had been almost everywhere engaged 
| in its consideration, and in communicating inform- 
ation to the people. So soon as the excitement 
_ over the country commenced, meeting after meet- 


} 
| 


‘| ing was called in the southern States in almoasi 


every town and county; discussion after discus- 
sion was had before the people; resolution after 
resolution adopted, until, like a wave from the 
ocean, it swept over the whole southern country. 

| It resulted in strong appeals to our brethren of the 
| North to step forth and aid us in putting down 
|| these base attempts upon our rights, our property, 
| and our lives. And it was with mingled emotions 
'| of pride and of pleasure he referred to the fact 
|| that these appeals were not made in vain; they, 
|| too, called the people together; meetings were 
|| held throughout the whole eastern and northern 
|| countries; and the measures adopted by those 
| meetings for a time gave quiet, and, to some 
|| extent, allayed the excitement in the South, and 
| it was for gentlemen from the North to say whether 
we may still rely upon their assurances by heartily 
coéperating with us in putting this subject to rest 
by a direct and decisive vote upon the question. 
Mr.J. said it must be obvious, that there could 
be no need of further information upon the sub- 
ject to enable gentlemen to vote understandingly 
upon it. Why, then, send it to a committee? 
as it believed that the report of a committee 

| was to produce any effect upon the Abolitionists? 
Did gentlemen flatter themselves that the spirit 
of fanaticism could be checked by a calm, dispas- 
sionate, and logical argument? To such he would 
recommend to read the reports of committees 
i| which have been already made on like petitions, 
| and he doubted not but that gentlemen would be 
satisfied that no benefit was likely to result from 
the adoption of the same course in reference to 
the petition before them. So far from that course 
of proceeding having had a tendency to check 
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the wild spirit of fanaticism now abroad in the 
land, the reverse was true; for the tables of gen- 
tlemen were now groaning under the weight of 
similar petitions. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Ap- 
ams] has referred to his own course on a former 
occasion, in reference to this subject; this was 
commenced in a tone and ina spirit which seemed 


to Mr. J. to bespeak the deep anxiety which he || 
felt to aliay the very unpleasant excitement which | 


had begun to show itself in the House; and to 
reconcile, if he could, the causes of discontent 
which continued to agitate and disturb the people 


It was, however, but the calm which precedes 
the storm. At length, lashing himself up to a 


state of high excitement, he asked what it was |, 
Was it (said he) to discuss || honorable member from Virginia, not now a 
the “sublime merits of slavery?”” ‘That was a | 


subject which Mr. J. could not discuss with that | 


the South desired ? 


gentleman; and taunt them as he might with their 
slaves, whose condition they had no agency in 
producing, and no means of changing, he would 
take that oecasion to say to him, that the people 
of the South held their slates by a title as secure, 
by an authority as high and as sacred, as that by 
which that gentleman held title to his horse, his 
house, or, to use his own language, ‘‘ his place 
upon that floor.’’ They held 

Constitution end laws of the land. 


That gentleman {Mr. Apams]} had also taken | 


occasion to refer the members from the South to 


Mason and Dixon’s line, warning them that |! 


every mémber to the north of that line, who 


should discuss this subject, would send forh to | 
the world an incendiary pamphlet; and although | 


that gentleman seemed to speak as one ‘* having 


authority,’ he had seen too many evidences not | 
to be satisfied of the error into which he had | 


fallen. He saw assembled here, from every 
quarter of this widely extended Union, patriots 
prepared to make every sacrifice upon the altar 
of their country’s good. He lamented to hear 
what had fallen from the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts upon that subject; he believed that 


entleman himse¥, in his calmer moments, would | 
The people had cause to lament it. | 
But, if that be the course determined upon by | 
gentlemen, the sooner we had it acted out the | 
This he would take occasion to say to || 
him: let those threatened pamphlets come when | 


ament it. 


better. 


they might, they would be received by the people 


of the South as it became freemen who knew | 


their rights, and knowing, dared maintain them. 

Mr. J. remarked, in conclusion, that he had felt 
himself called upon to say thus much in expla- 
nation of his own views, with an earnest desire 
that a direct vote on the subject might be obtained. 


Mr. BEARDSLEY said, the proposition before | 


the House was simply to reconsider the reference 


of a paper to the Committee for the District of | 


Columbia. 

It would seem very obvious, looking to what had 
been the express sense of the House, and to what 
was known to be the public and general feeling 
of the people throughout the country—looking 
also to the particular circumstances under which 
this paper had been referred to that committee— 
he would say there could be no doubt that, when 


the House should come to decide upon this prop- | 


osition, it would be carried in the affirmative by 
an overwhelming vote. They all knew, so far as 
they knew anything upon this subject, that the 
reference which the paper took was by misappre- 


hension, or without the understanding of the | 
House, and they all knew it, unless the House | 
might be charged with abandoning the ground it | 
had assumed upon this subject, a charge which | 


them under the | 


|, gentlemen in that body, judgin 


/ act upon petitions of this character. 
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paper before the House for its immediate direc- 
tion, and when the paper be thus brought properly 
before them, what would the House do with it? 
And here he would beg leave to suggest to the 
consideration of the House what was to him most 
clear. 


House heretofore. That gentleman referred to 
a debate—if the speech of a single member, 
made in the course of the last session on a peti- 
tion of a similar character, might be so termed— 


| and Mr. B. understood the gentleman to state, as 
of the South; he viewed the remarks of that gen- || 
tleman as oil poured out upon the troubled waters. | 


most undoubtedly was his recollection, that the 


| House, on that occasion, had referred the paper 
| to the Committee for the District of Colum- 


bia. Mr. B. had turned to the Journal of that 
day, and he found that on that occasion an 


member of that House, [Mr. Cuin,] moved 
that the paper should be laid on the table. 
The yeas and nays were called for, and ordered, 
and there the paper was placed by a decided ma- 
jority of the House. 


the vote was evasive, 
taken as the clear, distinct, unequivocal sense of 
the Hlouse, against the propriety of acting upon 
= of that character. 


the gentleman from Virginia, to which he had 


(save on the occasion to which he had referred, 


and that was a speech by a single member last | 


session,) elicited debate. And here let him again 


advert to what must be within the knowledge of | 
every gentleman there—that these votes of the | 


House, thus placing upon the table papers‘of this 


| character, had at all times been regarded, in the | 
House and out of it, universally,as an expression || 
of the House against the propriety of acting on |) 


| line, would be perverted, and misinterpreted, and 
|| misquoted by factious and meendiary prints. It 
| was not that every gentleman residing north of 
t || that line would desire to make a speech of that 
it would sleep the sleep of death, was an evasion || 
Nobody before ever heard of | 
Every one regarded it, as, in | 
his estimation, they had a right to regard it, asa | 
most decided and unequivocal decision of the | 
| House not to entertain and act upon questions | 


petitions of this character. Until within the last 
few days no one had ever thrown a doubt upon 
the subject. 
been told that, to put a paper on the table, where 


of the question! 
such an evasion! 


of that character. The character of this House 
could not be mistaken. There were not fifty 


! ) from the votes 
giver, who desired to agitate this subject or to 


of the House had been unequivocally, fairly, and 


| fully expressed by the vote first given, to put the | 
first petition on the table, and the character of,the | 


House had since undergone no change. 


House. It was now said that they must come up 
and give a vote of a different character; that they 
must either vote that they would not receive peti- 
tions of this character, or that, having received 


they must come to another question, and vote that 
the House had no constitutional authority to re- 


of slavery in the District of Cohimbia. 


(said Mr. B.) were new inventions. Let him 


warn the gentlemen of the South, who stood firm | 


on the vote of 180 to 30 against considering the 
first petition, not to change the real question, by 


_ and to put down the fanatics of the North. 
sir, I give it as my own opinion, I do not believe 
| the freemen of the North, or the freemen of the 


Now, for the first time, they had | 


| would deprecate such a result. 


December 22, 


Upon the one subject, and upon the one ground, 
they stood firm, by a decided vote of 180 or 190 
against 30 or 40 or 50; but upon the other the 

would open so wide a field of debate, that ulti- 


‘mately, if he judged correctly of the sense of the 
The honorable gentleman from Massa- || 


chusetts [Mr. Apams] fell into a mistake in his |, 
recollection of what had been the course of the | 


House, his honest conviction was, they would 
find themselves in the minority. 

Sir, (said Mr. B.,) we go with the South—I speak 
for myself—against all agitation on this subject, 
ut, 


South, ought to or will tolerate the idea that they 


| Should not be permitted to present their petitions 
| té@his body; or, that having presented them, in 
| decent an 
| driven with scorn from our doors, 


respectful language, they shall be 


Mr. B. appealed particularly to the gentlemen 
from the South. There was no necessity to change 
their position. They stood firm on the ground 
already taken. Why should they change it? For 
what good purpose could they desire to change the 


| character of the question, and involve the House 
' here was then none of | 
the scruples which exist now—no pretense that | 


That decision was then | 


in a difficulty about the right of petition, or in 
questions of a debatable and exciting character, 
when such a clear sentiment and feeling, both in 
and out of the House, and throughout the whole 


1 country, had been elicited? Why would gentle- 
) The same course had || 
ikewise been pursued before the motion made by | 


men permit themselves to be drawn into other 


questions, when the one already assumed and 
| acted upon was a decisive expression of the trué 
referred, when previous papers of a like character || feelings of the House? 
had been repeatedly presented to the House. | i 
They had passed on to the table of the Speaker | 
by the silent vote of the House, without having | 


on any occasion, for the last three or four years, | 


He would warn them, 
that if they permitted themselves to be put in 
that new position, they would involve themselves 
in difficulties they scarcely dream of, and which, 
in his humble judgment, they ought seriously to 
deprecate. It was remarked by the honorable 


'gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] 
, that if this question were gone into, every speech 


made in that House would furnish an incendiary 


, pamphlet north of Mason and Dixon’s line. In 
| one sense, Mr. B. could believe that remark a. 


just one, and in one sense only. It was because 
every speech made under such circumstances, by 
gentlemen residing north of Mason and Dixon’s 


| character, for he knew that many, a vast propor- 
| tion of them—almost in the proportion in which 


the votes of the House had been given—he believed 
But they would 
be so misinterpreted and misquoted by the press, 
that no one could undertake to say that every 


| speech made in that House would not be truly 


a firebrand thrown into the South. In no other 


| sense could he agree with the gentleman from 
| Massachusetts on that subject. 
he sense || 


Mr. B. said it had been a matter of sincere as- 
tonishment and regret on his part, that efforts 
should have been made, undoubtedly under a 
strong sense of duty, and under a strong belief, 


us || that it would tend to tranquilize the South, to 
_ Efforts, however, seemed to ,be making to | 
change the real question to be decided by the 


procure direct votes of the House upon two 


| propositions, upon both of which the debate 
| might be interminable. And would that expres- 
, sion of the House more operate to tranquilize 


the South, even if it were obtained, than the one 


_alrtady adopted? It was said, that a direct vote 
them, they would put them out of doors; or that || 


of the House that it would not receive such 
petitions, or that, having received them, it would 


é tre | drive them out of doors or a direct vote of the 
| ceive and act ya the petitions for the abolition || 


These | 


House that Congress had no power to legislate 


on the subject of slavery within the- District of 


Columbia, would go far to tranquilize the South, 


_ But what would that vote be? The opinion of 
| gentlemen sent there for two years. And was it 
certain that that would be the opinion of the 


was derogatory to its high character, and which |; permitting themselves to be drawn into the con- 
he would not make or intimate. It was but a || troverted position of the powers of that House; || surance on that subject? It was asking too 
week since that the House, by a decided vote of || or into the controverted and debatable grounds || much. It was enough to ask of that House, 
about 180 to 30, had determined it would not act | whether they ought to reject petitions of this H and enough for the House to declare, that it 
upon petitions of this character, but would lay | character; or having received them, ought to } would not act upon the subject. That was rea- 
them upon the table, witha view that they should |, turn them out of doors. If gentlemen from the || sonable. That was unquestionably the sense of 
sleep the sleep of death. To Mr. B. it was in- | South, who sincerely desired, as he knew they || the House; and it ought to content gentlemen in 
conceivable that, after that vote, the House would | did, the harmony and peace of the whole Union, || every quarter. 
entertain a proposition to give these petitions a | if they permitted this question to be changed, | The proposition submitted or suggested by the 
different direction. It was clearthat the reference || they might see from the votes of Friday last, and | ehanthtie gentleman from Georgia |Mr. Owens] 
did not affirm either point to which he had re- 
ferred. It did not affirm that C had not 
the power; it did not affirm that that House would 


next House? Would it furnish any sort of as- 
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given to this petition was by mistake and surprise, | from the votes of Monday, that no man could 
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and when the House should be able to vote upon || decide, or undertake to predict, what in a few 
it, then the error would be corrected. Bring the | days would be the true ghirbetar of that House. 
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not receive the 
and explicitly, that that House was averse, and 
would not act upon any such subject. That was 


reasonable, and was precisely equivalent to laying | 


such petitions on the table. Mr. B. believed that 


thse resolutions would meet the cordial and uni- | 
versal approbation ef gentlemen from the North, |! 
except those, if any there were, who would be || 


disposed to encourage the getting up of these 


etitions. The resolutionsdid not touch the power || 
It was unquestionable that there || 


of the House. 
was a strong and fixed sentiment of that House 
and of the whole country on thisquestion. Why, 
then, permit themselves to change the position 
they had taken, and involve themselves in the ex- 
amination of controverted and debatable ground, 
and thereby lose the high character the House 
had certainly occupied upon this subject? He 
did hope sincerely that the motion to reconsider 
the reference of the petition would be at once 
adopted, and that they should either lay it on the 
table, or apply the resoluuons of the gentleman 
from Georgia to it. Pass those resolutions, and 
they will furnish a clear, direct, and unequivocal 
expression of the sense of the House that it will 
in no event act upon the subject. 

Mr. SLADE obtained the floor, and moved an 
adjournment, but withdrew his motion at the re- 

uest of 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, who, by unanimous 
consent, submitted the following amended bill 
for that which he yesterday reported from the 
Committee of Ways and Means: 


A bill for the relief of the sufferers by fire in the city of 
New York. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
the collector of the port of New York be, and he is hereby, 
authorized, as he may deem best caiculated to secure the 
interests of the United States, to cause to be extended (with 
the assent of the sureties thereon, to all persons who have 
suffered loss of property by the late conflagration at that 
place) the tune of paymentof all bonds heretofore given for 
duties as aforesaid, to periods not exceeding three, four, 
and five years {rom and after the day of payment specified 
in the bonds; or to allow the said bonds to be canceled, 
upon giving to the said collector new bonds, with one.or 
more sureties, to the satisfaction of the said collector, for 
the sums of the former bonds, respectively payable in three, 
four, and five years from and after the day of payment 
specified in the bonds to be taken np, or canceled as atore- 
said. And the said collector is hereby authorized and di- 
rected to give up or cancel all such bonds upon the receipt 
of others described in this act, which last mentioned bonds 
shall be proceeded with, in all respects, like other bonds 
which are taken by collectors for duties due to the United 
States: Provided, however, That nothing in this act con- 
tained shall extend to bonds which had fallen due before 
the 17th day of the present month. 

SecTION 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
is hereby, authorized and directed to transier to such banks 
as he may select, as safe depositories of the public treasure, 
any surpius moneys of the Government, or any part thereof, 


which may not be required tor the public service, and to | 


permit the same to remain in such banks for a period not 
exceeding twelve months from the passage of this act: 
Provided, That this section shall not interfere with any fur- 
ther regulation 6f Congress concerning we collection, de- 
posit, distribution, or disbursement of the public moneys. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that he 
should on Thursday next ask the House tv take 
up and consider said bill. 

On motion by Mr. SLADE, the House then 
adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespar, December 23, 1835. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
the heirs and legal representatives of the late 
General Lord Stirling, praying compensation for 
the revolutionary services of the deceased. Re- 
ferred tothe Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BROWN presented the petition of the 
legal representatives of Daniel Van Felt, of North 
Carolina; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
Commodore Isaac Hull; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the petition of 
G. Bentley; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

_ Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of Wil- 
liam M. Steele and others; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the petition 
of Thomas Aspinwail, United States Consul at 


petitions; but merely and directly 
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'| London; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Petitions were further presented by Messrs. 
HENDRICKS, KENT,SOUTHARD, DAVIS, 
and CALHOUN. 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, the petition of 
sundry inhabitants of Thomastown, Maine, and 
other places, praying for the construction of a 
breakwater, was again referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. ROBINSON, the petition 
|, of a bank of Illinois, on the files of the last ses- 
sion, was again referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. GOLDSBOROUGH submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies on the table one day: 


1 Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
| structed to inquire what number of floating steam batteries 





| ware bays, and the harbor of New York, together with the 
|| 5 


| estimate of the probable cost of the same, and to report the | 


| result to the Senate. 

Mr. GRUNDY submitted the following reso- 
| lution; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


reducing into one act all the laws establishing post roads 
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that one day’s previous notice must be given, 
and Mr. Ropsins gave notice accordingly. 
ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a Chap- 
lain, and the ballotings resulted as follows: 

First Baiict.—Mr. Higby, 12; Harrison, 12 
Fisk, 9; Stockton, 2; Palfrey, 2; Post, 1; Reed, 1. 

Second Bailot.—Mr. Harrison, 16; Higby, 15; 
Fisk, 5; Stockton, 1; Palfrey, 1. 

Third Batlot.—Mr. Higby, 23; Harrison, 14; 
blank, 1 

Mr. Higby, having a majority of the whole 
number of votes given, was declared to be duly 
elected. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

“£ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, December 23, 1835. 


Mr. ADAMS (by consent of Mr. Stape, who 
was entitled to the floor on the first question be- 
fore the House) referred to the message of the 











|| President of the United States on the subject of 


and post routes within the United States and the Territo- || 


| ries thereof. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

| On motion by Mr. DAVIS, it was 

Ordered, 'That so much of the President’s message as re- 
| lates to commercial affairs, be referred to the Committee 
| on Commerce. 

' 


On motion by Mr. BENTON, it was 


| Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as re- 
\ lates to military affairs, be referred to the Commitice on 
Military Affairs, 


. On motion by Mr. KENT, it was 
Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as re- 
lates to the District of Columbia, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Coijumbia. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BENTON, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced the fol- 
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lowing bills; which were severally read, and or- | 


| dered to a second reading: 
A bill providing for the increase of the corps 
| of the United States engineers; and 
| A bill granting a certain quantity of land to the 
| State of Missouri, for purposes of internal im- 
provements. 
Mr. LINN, in pursuance of notice given, asked 





bills; which Were severally read and ordered toa 
second reading: 

A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, the 
heir and legal representative of Bartholomew 
3utcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloomfield; 
and 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Herteck. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, on leave, introduced a bill 





which was read twice and referred. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
| Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
| Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of James 
| Barren; which was read, and ordered toa second 
| reading. 
NOTICE OF BILL. 


Mr. ROBINSON gave notice that he would 
| to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to create 
| an additional land office in the State of Lllinois. 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 

The resolutions lying on the table,-submitted 
| by Messrs. Sournarp, Lixw, and Prentiss, were 
severally considered and adopted—the latter hav- 
ing been first modified by the mover. 


NEWSPAPERS FOR SENATORS. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Ropsms rela 
tive to the supply of members with newspapers, 
came up for consideration, when 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, objected that the reso- 
lution, being for an expenditure of money out of 
the contingent fund, could only, consistently with 
the rules of the Senate, be introduced after one 
day’s notice. Mr. Kine referred to, and read the 
rule applying to the case. 

After some remarks to the same effect, and a 


few words from Mr. Rozsims, the Chair decided 





| and obtained leave, and introduced the following | 


for the rellef of Walter Loomis and Abel Gay; 


| 
' 
| 
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| committee. 
| of this motion to reconsider, that the Clerk had 


the northern boundary of the State of Ohio. It 
would be recollected that this subject had been 
referred, ten days ago, to a select committee, at 
his instance, and the Speaker had done him the 
honor to appoint him chairman of that commit- 
tee. Subsequently, a motion had been made to 
reconsider the vote referring the matter toa select 
He presumed it was in consideration 


not placed those papers in his possession, His 
object in rising was to give notice that, unless the 


| question of reconsideration was taken up and dis- 
| posed of to-day, he should feel itto be his duty 


to call the committee together to-morrow, for the 
purpose of considering the subject referred to it. 


SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
The House resumed the consideration of the 


|; motion of Mr. Parron, to reconsider the. vote 
| referring to the Committee for the District of 


Columbia a petition, presented by Mr. Bricas, 


| from sundry citizens of Massachusetts, praying 


Congress to abolish slavery within the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. SLADE said he wished to come up to 
the subject, and investigate it fully, in order to 
represent what were the views of his own con- 
stituents on this subject. He was sorry to hear 
these memorialists designated as intermeddlers, 
and gentlemen who were themselves the repre- 
sentatives of constituents who entertained simi- 
lar opinions to these petitioners, wished to avoid 
the question, He was surprised to hear those 
gentlemen advocate the laying these petitions on 
the table. The proposition of the geiitlemen of 
the South, much as he was opposed to it, was a 
better one, because it was direct, namely, to re- 
ject them; and that of the genileman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] to refer them to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, where 
they would be buried in the ‘ tomb of the Cap- 
ulets,’” was also objectionable, because it did 
not meet the question. Mr. 8S. said, for himself 
he was in favor of the prayer of the petition. 
The petitioners first wished the abolition of sla- 
very within the District; so did he. They de- 
sired to abolish the slave trade in the District, 
and so did he. He was not, however, in favor 
of the immediate and unqualified abolition of 
slavery within the District, because he believed 
it impracticable; and to seek it would defeat the 
very object he and those who concurred with 
him desired. He believed there was no right 
of one man to hold another as property, and 
that the exercise of such power ought every- 
where to cease; but the work should be done 
gradually. The States of the Union owed obli- 
gations to the African race; and it was their duty 
to prepare them for a state of emancipation and 
freedom. They were bound to enact laws for 
this purpose. He was an anti-Mason and an 
Abolitionist on this principle, and always should 
be. He was, however, in favor of an immediate 
abolition of the slave trade within the District of 
Columbia. He said-the sentiments of the people 
of the North had not been fairly described by 
gentlemen who had addressed the House. Gen- 
tlemen were altogether mistaken on this subject 
It was not a few miserable fanatics, as had been 
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asserted; and the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire [Mr. Pierce) was equally mistaken in 
thinking that not one out of five hundred of the 
people there were in favor of this object. There 
was a full and deep feeling among the people at 
the North. Public meetings had been referred 
to. Those meetings (Mr. 8. said) applied only 
to the abolition of slavery gencrally, and not in 
this District. As proof of this he referred to 
the Boston resolutions. Mr. 8S. then referred to 
the clause in the Constitution of the United 
States, giving Congress the right of exclusive 
jurisdiction, and was understood to contend that 
that clause involved the entire jurisdiction, and 
as such the right of Congress to legislate on the 
subject of slavery here. Had it not been fer the 
denunciatory language used by the Abolitionists, 
of land-pirate and Sonera applied to the peo- 
ple of the South, he did not know but that he 
should have been an Abolitionist himself on the 
whole question. He believed slavery an evil, 
and one that ought to be abolished, and that 
would eventually be abolished everywhere. Mr. 
S. requested that the — peagenten: at a former 
period, from eleven hundret citizens of the Dis- 
trict, praying for the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade therein, should be read from the 
Clerk’s table. 

Mr. GLASCOCK said he should object to the 
reading of that and ail other petitions on the 
subject, unless the gentleman used it as a part 
of his argument, 


Mr. SLADE replied that he intended so to use | 


it; but, feeling exhausted, he wished it read by 
the Clerk. 

Mr. GLASCOCK then withdrew his objection, 
and consented to the reading as an act of cour- 
tesy to the gentleman. 

The petition was then read by the Clerk. 

Mr. bATTON inquired whether the gentleman 
from Vermont could inform him how many of 
the signers were slaveholders ? 

Mr. GARLAND would make a further inquiry 
whether the gentleman knew if they were inhabit- 
ants of the District? 


Mr. SLADE referred to the names of some of | 
the signers, but said the onus of proof on the | 


question put to him was on the other side. 


Mr. S. then proceeded to contend that Con- | 
ress, under the Constitution, had the power to | 
i The people of the Dis- | 
trict, by the act of session, were transferred to | 


»vislate on this subject. 


Congress, and were placed precisely in the posi- 
tion to it that the people of the States were to 
their State Legislatures. Congress had the same 
power, and were kept within the same restrictions 
as the latter. It had been said that there were 
other restrictions contained in the acts of cession 
from Maryland ‘and Virginia. Mr. S. had care- 
fully examined those acts, and found no such re- 
strictions in them, or in any clauses of the grants. 


The very question under consideration was not | 


restricted, and this was proved from the fact that 
exceptions or restrictions were to be found in the 


act of cession from Virginia, but not a word | 


about the subject of slavery. What a condition 
were the people of the District in, if Congress 


had not the power to legislate on the subject! | 


The | 


The State of Maryland had no power. 
State of Virginia could not relieve them; and if 
those two States should ever see fit to abolish 
slavery within their limits, here it must forever 
remain, although every citizen of the District pe- 
titioned for relicf. There were now about six 
thousand slaves in the District; there might then 
be sixty thousand slaves, and so they must con- 
tinue. Mr. 8S. referred also to the debate in the 
Virginia Legislature, where numbers of the Del- 
egates advocated the gradual abolition of slavery 
in that State, and quoted some comments, pending 
the discussion, of the editor of the Richmond 
Enquirer, wherein it was stated to be a great and 
growing evil, and one that must be met. The 
article would be found in Niles’s Register, January 
14th, 1832. 

Mr. S. also quoted an article from the Rich- 
mond Whig of the 5th of March in the same 
year; from the United States Telegraph of last 
summer, to be found in Duff Green’s prospectus 
for the publication of the Examiner in Washing- 
ton; from the report of the committee of the Synod 
of Kentucky. 
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Mr. 8S. said one of the objections he had heard 
strongly insisted on was, that abolition had a ten- 
dency to disturb the balance of the Constitution. 
He contended that the balance was disturbed on 
the other side by the gradual increase of the evil 
of slavery. It would not be long before the rep-. 
resentation of the slaveholding States would far 
outweigh the proportions settled under the Con- 
stitution; and this was not through the relative 
increase of the white, but of the black population. 
The increase of the white population in Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina and. Georgia, 
from 1790 to 1830, was 84 per cent., while that of 
the slave population, in the same States, during the 
same Seat: was 136 per cent., and that in South 
Carolina, during the same period, the increase of 
the whites was 94, while that of the slaves was 
194} per cent. This fact, he contended, would 
show that the progress of abolition was necessary 
to preserve the balance of the Constitution, or 
rather to restore it, for it had been already dis- 
turbed by the purchase of Louisiana. 

Mr. 8. concluded by recommending that the 
House send all these petitions to a special com- 
mittee who should investigate the whole subject, 
and make a report, which should be discussed in 
the House, and go forth to the country. The 
question could no more be blinked now than they 
could a forth their hand and obscure the sun at 
noon-day. 

Mr: GARLAND, of Virginia, addressed the 
House at some length, in reply to Mr, Stave, 


and décisive vote on the question than that indi- 
cated by the motion to lay petitions of this char- 
acter on the table. Mr. G. also went into the 
constitutional question, and reviewed the acts of 
cession from Virginia and Maryland. Mr. G. | 
was in favor of not receiving or rejecting the | 


petition, and contended that nothing less than that | 


motion would restore the peace and tranquillity 
of the South. 7 

When Mr. Gartanp concluded, several gentle- 
men rose; but Mr. Mann, of New York, obtained 
the floor, his right to which was contested on the 
ground that he had already addressed the House 
on the subject. 

The SPEAKER decided that, if the fact was 
as stated, the gentleman could not, under the 
rules, again address the House until évery other 
member who chose to do so had spoken. 

Mr. MANN stated his object to be to make a 
motion, which he would do without accompany- 
ing it with the remarks which he had intended. 

After some conversation uporf the point of 
order, ‘ 

The SPEAKER decided that the gentleman | 
from New York was entitled to the floor, if his 
only object was to make a distinct motion. 

Mr. MANN then moved the previous question, 
the effect of which was to preclude further dis- | 
cussion on the question of reconsideration. 

The motion to reconsider was seconded—ayes 
104, noes 79. 

The question, ‘‘ Shall the main question be now 
put ?’’ was then propounded. e 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, asked 
for the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and | 
were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ashiey, Beale, 
Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, Bockee, Bond, Borden, Bovee, 
Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, Cambreleng, Carr, 
Carter, Casey, George Chambers, Join Chambers, Chaney, 
Chapman, Chapin, Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Cramer, Crane, Cushman, Davis, Deberry, Dickerson, 
Doubleday, Dunlap, Effner, Fairfield, Farlin, Forester, Fry, 
Philo C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Graves, 
Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Hard, Hardin, Sam- 
uel 8S. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Haynes, Henderson, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Ing- 
ham, Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, 
Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingensmith, Lane, 
Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Lay, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, 
Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Logan, Lucas, Lyon, 
Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, John Y. Mason, William 
Mason, Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, Mc- 
Kennon, McKeon, McKim, Miller, Mon ery, Muhlen- 
berg, Owens, Page, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. 
Pearce, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Pinckney, Rencher, John 
Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Roane, Schenck, Seymour, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Smith, Spangler, 
Sprague, Standifer, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Thomas J. Thomson, Toucey, Towns, Turrill, Vanderpoel, 
viata, Wagener, Ward, Weeks, and Lewis Williams— 

‘ 


137. 
NAYS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, 
Bell, Bouldin, Briggs, John Cajhoon, William B. Calhoun, 
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Campbell, Childs, Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Cushi 
Denny, Dromgoole, Evans, Everett, Fowler, John Garlan 
Rice Garland, Glascock, Graham, Granger, Grayson, Gren. 
nell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hammond, Harlan, Harper, Haz- 
eltine, Hoar, Holsey, Howell, Hunt, Ingersoll, William 
Jackson, Janes, Henry Johnson, Lawrence, Lincoln, Love, 
Loyall, McComas, MeKay, Mercer, Milligan, Mortis, Par- 
ker, Parks, Patton, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Pickens, 
Potts, Reed, Ripley, Robertson, Rogers, Russell, William B, 
Shepard, Slade, Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Washing- 
as Webster, White, Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, and 
ise—71. 


So the House determined that the main ques- 
tion be now put. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY asked for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and were as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Bell, 
Bockee, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Bunch, Burns, 
John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carter, Join 
Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Claiborne, Cleve- 
land, Coffee, Coles, Conner, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, 
Davis, Deberry, Dickerson, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dun- 
lap, Effner, Fairfield, Farlin, Forester, Fowler, French, 
William K. Fuller, Galbraith, James Garland, Rice Gar- 
land, Gillet, Glascock, Graham, Grayson, Griffin, Haley, 
Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hammond, Hannegan, Samuel 8, 
Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Haynes, Holsey, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jabez 
Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, 


| Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Judson, 


Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, 
Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke 
Lea, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, 
John Mann, Martin, William Mason, John Y. Mason, Moses 


| Mason, Maury, May, McComas, MeKay, McKeon, McKim, 
| Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Mublenburg, Owens, Page, 
| Parks, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, James A. Pearce, 
| Pettigrew, Phelps, Pickens, Pinckney, Rencher, John Rey- 


oe is - ; | nolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ripley, Roane, Robertson, Rogers 
and in favor of the House giving a more direct || : 4 7 Pamiten } : aeUetine ET’ 


Schenck, Seymour, William B. Shepard, Augustine H. 


| Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Smith, Spangler, Standifer, 
| Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, William 
| Thompson, Toucey, Towns, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wag- 


l| 


ener, Ward, Washingion, Weeks, White, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Sherrod, Williams, and Wise—148. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Ashiey, Bailey, Beaumont, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Buchan- 
an, William B, CaJhoun, Carr, Casey, George Chambers, 
Childs, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Denny, Evans, 
Everett, Philo C. Fuller, Granger, Graves, Grennell, Hiland 
Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Hazeltine, Hoar, 
Howell, Hunt, Ingersoll, William Jackson, Janes, Benja- 
min Jones, Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, Lincoln, Love, Samp- 
sqn Mason, McCarty, MeKennan, Milligan, Morris, Parker, 
Dutee J. Pearce, Potts, Reed, Russell, Slade, Sprague, 
Storer, Underwood, Vinton, Webster, and Whittlesey—62. 


So it was decided that the vote referring the 
petition to the Committee for the District of Co- 


| lumbia be reconsidered. 


Mr. OWENS rose and moved to lay the peti- 
tion on the table, stating that, when the States 
were called for resolutions, he should then sub- 


| mit those he had read to the House a few days 


ago. Mr. O. also gave notice that he should 


| make a similar motion to the present on all peti- 


tions and memorials of a like character to the 
one before the House. 

Mr. WISE then moved to reject the petition. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to be out 
of order. 

Mr. WISE then asked for the yeas and nays; 


| which were owdered. 


The ee was then taken on the motion to 
lay on the table, which was decided in the affirm- 
ative? as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ashley, Beale, 
Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, Bell, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, 
Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, Cambre- 
leng, Carr, Casey, George Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, 
Chapin, Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, Conner, Corwin, Craig, 


| Cramer, Crane, Cushman, Davis, Deberry, Dickerson, 


Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Effner, Fairfield, Farlin, 


| Forester, Fowler, French, Fry, Philo C. Fuller, William 


K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Graves, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, Samuel S. Harrison, 
Albert G. Harrison, Haynes, Henderson, Holsey, Hopkins, 
Howard, Howell, Hubiey, Huntington, Huntsman, Inger- 
soll, Ingham, Joseph Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, 
Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Jud- 
son, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Kingensmith, Lane, Lan- 
sing, Laporte, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, 
Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, 
Martin, John Y. Mason, Wiliiam Mason, Moses Mason, 
Sampson Mason, May, McKay, McKeon, McKim, Mer- 
cer, Miller, Montgomery, Mublenberg, Owens, Pages Par- 
ker, Parks, Patterson, Franklin Pierce Phelps illips, 
Pinekney, Rencher, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, 
Ripley, Roane, Schenck, Seymour, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Shinn, Smith, Spangler, Standifer, Storer, Suther- 
land, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, John Thompson, Tou- 
eey, Turrill, Underwood, ae Vinton, Wagener, 
Ward, Washington, Webster, Weeks, Lewis Williams, 
and Sherrod Williams—144. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Alien, Bailey, Bond, 
Borden, Briggs, John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Camp- 
bell, John Chambers, Childs, Claiborne, Clark, Cushing, 
Denny, Evans, Everett, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
Glaseock, Graham, Granger, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, 
Hiland Hall, Hanunond, Hard, Harper, Hazeltine, Hoar, 
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